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Chaplaincy of All Saints’ Marseille 
with Aix-en-Provence 

and the Luberon 
 

31st May 2020 
Pentecost 

 
 

Welcome to our online service during this time when we are unable to meet in person.  Below 
you will find readings, prayers and links to music for this Sunday.  There is also a reflection by 
The Revd John Smith, published separately on the website, the text of which is included in the 
service.   
 
The Chaplain will lead our service this morning, with Canon David Pickering reading the 
Gospel and Reader Christine Portman leading a group of intercessors in different languages.  
After the Peace, the Chaplain will celebrate the Eucharist and the rest of us will share in an 
act of Spiritual Communion, the prayer used where it is not possible for communicants 
physically to receive consecrated bread and wine.   
 
The Gathering 
 
The minister says 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 

 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
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Introduction 

The celebrant introduces the service 
 

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord 
and we have walked with him through his journey of love. 
We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross.  
We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. 
We have enjoyed his risen presence with us 
and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread. 
We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. 
And now, with the followers of his own time, 
we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people,  
through whom we make Christ known to the world. 

 
Responsory 

As we wait in silence, 
All fill us with your Spirit. 
 

As we listen to your word, 
All fill us with your Spirit. 

 
As we worship you in majesty, 

All fill us with your Spirit. 

 
As we long for your refreshing, 

All fill us with your Spirit. 

 
As we long for your renewing, 

All fill us with your Spirit. 

 
As we long for your equipping, 

All fill us with your Spirit. 

 
As we long for your empowering, 

All fill us with your Spirit. 

Silence is kept. 
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The Pentecost Reading 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2.1-21) 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered 
and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’  All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, ‘What does this mean?’  But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new 
wine.’   
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

The reader says 

The Lord is here. 

All: His Spirit is with us. 
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Hymn 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXO4rqBQOAU   
 

Come down, O Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 

O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe my round, the while my path illuming. 
 

Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become mine inner clothing: 
true lowliness of heart 
which takes the humbler part 

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.  
 

And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till he become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
 

Words:  Bianco da Siena (d. 1434) 
tr. R F Littledale (1833-1890) 

Tune:  Down Ampney – R Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
 
The Gloria 
 
All say: 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXO4rqBQOAU
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Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 
The Collect 
 
The minister says 
 

Let us pray that the Spirit will work through our lives to bring Christ to the world.   
 
Silence is kept. 

 
God, who as at this time 
taught the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 
grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgement in all things 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
All: Amen. 
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The Ministry of the Word 
 
Reading    1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 

No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues.  All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 
 

All The Spirit of God fills the whole world. Alleluia. 
 

1    I will take you from the nations, * 
and gather you from all the countries. 

 
2    I will sprinkle clean water upon you, * 

and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses. 
 
3    A new heart I will give you, * 

and put a new spirit within you, 
 
4    And I will remove from your body the heart of stone * 

and give you a heart of flesh. 
 
5    You shall be my people, * 

and I will be your God. 

Ezekiel 36.24-26,28b 
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All The Spirit of God fills the whole world. Alleluia. 
 
 
Gospel Reading    John 20.19-23 
 
The minister says 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

All Alleluia. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 
you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’  When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Reflection 
 
I was very happy when I saw that I was assigned this Sunday’s reflection.  Whitsunday as we 
used to call it. 
 
The reason for my joy is that it is an opportunity to tell you about a very dear friend of mine.  
A friend who is closer to me than anybody I know.  A friend who knows me better than 
anybody else in this world.  In fact, my friend has known me since before I was born.  My 
friend has been with me all my life but it took an act of acceptance on my part to confirm the 
relationship.  This happened when I was fifteen years old when I accepted an invitation to 
give my life to Christ.  I was sitting in the balcony of a church when I accepted the invitation.  
I had to go down to the church office to sign a form and I could hardly walk.  When it came 
to filling in the form my hand and body were shaking so much, I could not do it.  The Holy 
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Spirit had overpowered me.  The next time that the Spirit forcibly made his presence felt  was 
when the family were holidaying in Sarasota, Florida in the mid-80s.  I was walking down the 
shopping mall repeating over and over in a loud voice “I serve a king who rides a donkey”.  I 
got some strange looks but people mostly just steered away from me.  But the best time of 
experiencing the Holy Spirit was on my first Alpha programme when I accepted an invitation 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit and I was filled to overflowing. 
 
So, let me tell you more about my friend the Holy Spirit; who he is, where he comes from, 
what he does.  I’ll tell you as much as we have time for. 
 
Who is the Holy Spirit?  The Holy Spirit is one person of the triune God that we Christians 
worship.  Now I know the concept of the Trinity is hard for us all to grasp.  I have heard many 
attempts to explain the relationship but none of them are totally satisfactory.  The Trinity 
remains for me a mystery. 
 
We know that Jesus spoke about the Holy Spirit as a person not an impersonal force 
(gravity/magnetism).  The Holy Spirit has human attributes; experiences, emotions. He has 
an intellect and a will: 
 

 Speaks: who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says (Revelations 2:29 & 3:22) 

 Leads: The Holy Spirit said to Philip go up to the Ethiopian’s chariot (Acts 8:29) 

 Intercedes: we do not know how to pray but the Holy Spirit intercedes for us (Romans 
8:26) 

 Testifies: The Holy Spirit will witness/testify to me (John 15:26) 
 
And the Holy Spirit can be grieved, lied to, insulted, and blasphemed. 
 
Throughout the Bible it is clear that the Holy Spirit is God himself as His 
attributes/characteristics are those of God himself: 
 

 Eternal/Is not was: alive yesterday, today and tomorrow. Pre-existent before the world 
was created. The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters (Genesis 1:2)  

 Omnipotent: in announcing to Mary that she was to have a child, the angel Gabriel said 
the Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the most high will overshadow you 
(Luke 1:35); 

 Omnipresent: where can I go from your spirit, where can I flee from your presence (Ps 
139:7) 

 Omniscient: no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 
2:11) 

 
The Holy Spirit is called God: why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, not lied 
to men but God? (Acts 5:3&4) 
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Oddly, in John’s gospel alone we have three versions of who sent the Holy Spirit to be with 
us: 

 Jesus said God will send the Holy Spirit in my name. (John 14:26) 

 But Jesus also said ‘if I go away, I will send him (the Holy Spirit) to you (John 16:7) 

 And six verse later John says ‘when the spirit of truth comes’ suggesting the Holy Spirit 
gave and sent himself (John 16:13) 

 
We are much clearer as to how the Holy Spirit was sent.  Visibly as a: 

 Dove at Christ’s baptism (John 1:32) 

 Shining cloud at Christ’s transfiguration (Matt. 17:2, Mark 9:2) 

 Breath, as David told us two weeks ago, ‘Jesus breathed on them and said “receive the 
Holy Spirit”’ (John 20:22) 

 Tongues of fire (Acts 2v3) 
Aurally: at the first Pentecost the disciples heard a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 
(Acts 2:2) 
And almost invisibly as a “breath”. 
 
How has the role and scope of the Holy Spirit’s work changed from Old Testament times, 
when Jesus was on earth and post-Pentecost? 
 
In the Old Testament there are many references to the Spirit of God but only two to the Holy 
Spirit (Psalm 51:11 and Isaiah 63:10).  Prior to Jesus coming to earth the Holy Spirit only came 
on particular people at particular times for particular tasks.  Three quick examples: Bezalel 
who made the articles for the tabernacle (Exodus 31:3), Samson in his fights with the 
Philistines (Judges 14:6, 14:19 and 15:14 and Saul, the first king of Israel (1 Samuel 10:10) 
and most tragically departed from Saul (1 Samuel 16v14). 
 
The coming of the Holy Spirit was foretold by the prophets, e.g. Jeremiah, Ezekiel, but their 
prophecy was unfulfilled for 300+ years.  The Holy Spirit becomes more active around the 
time of Jesus birth but still given to particular people for particular tasks.  During Jesus life 
the work of the Holy Spirit centred around the person of Jesus Christ who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, baptized by the Holy Spirit, anointed by the Holy Spirit, led by the Holy Spirit, 
offered Himself as an atonement for our sins by the Holy Spirit, was raised by the Holy Spirit. 
 
But the spirit had not been given to anyone else or even the disciples (John 7:39), that is until 
as David told us two weeks ago, Jesus gave the disciples the Holy Spirit.  John also tells us 
that Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would come after his ascension (John 14: 16).  As it 
surely did fifty days after Jesus resurrection as we heard in today’s reading (Acts 2:1-4).  From 
this moment on the Holy Spirit was no longer reserved for particular people at particular 
times for particular tasks but the Holy Spirit is for all people, for all of the time for everything 
we need in our lives. 
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What is clear is that we are no longer living in the time of promise and expectation but in the 
time of fulfilment.  We are no longer waiting for the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit is waiting for 
us.  The promise of Jesus has been fulfilled.  The Holy Spirit is alive today and I am very happy 
to say that the Holy Spirit is available to all of us.  The Holy Spirit is for everyone who believes 
in Jesus.  I need Jesus for my eternal life.  I need the Holy Spirit for my day to day life.  For me 
the Holy Spirit is the active person in the Trinity.  I liken it to the active ingredient in a drug, 
the ingredient that is biologically active and works to bring about a desired result. 
 
So, what does the Holy Spirit do?  First and most critically, the Holy Spirit gets us started on 
our Christian journey.  If we do not start on the journey then all of the other things that the 
Holy Spirit does are not relevant to us.  There are three things that the Holy Spirit does to get 
us started on our Christian journey. 
 

 Convicts us of our sin (John 16:8) – helps us see that our attitudes, beliefs and behaviours 
are meaningless at best and destructive at worst 

 Convinces us that Jesus is the answer – gives us insight, understanding and realisation that 
what Jesus taught and lived is a better way 

 Converts us to the Christian life through a rebirth – a supernatural act that we cannot do 
alone but which the Holy Spirit does when we indicate our willingness and our readiness 
to believe and follow Jesus 

 
And the good news about the Holy Spirit is that the work of the Holy Spirit does not stop 
there.  There are many other things that the Holy Spirit goes on to do in the lives of those 
who believe including: He comforts us, guides us, sanctifies us – sets us apart for sacred use, 
makes us holy – and helps us in our infirmities. He is my constant companion. 
 
I want to touch briefly on the fruits of the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  With the 
Holy Spirit in our lives, we come in time to bear what are called the fruits of the Holy Spirit; 
David’s favourite topic which he talked about two weeks ago.  I will not go over these again 
except to summarise that the nine fruits mentioned can be divided into three groups of three, 
with each group defining different relationships: 
 

 Love, joy and peace speak (our relationship with God) 

 Patience, kindness, goodness (our relationship with others) 

 Faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (our inward relationship with ourselves) 
 
And this is what authentic Christian living is – God first, others second, and ourselves third.  
The Spirit works in us so that He might work through us.  How desirable are those fruits?  
When we are what we should be inside, we will bring forth fruit, much fruit and more fruit. 
 
And what about the gifts of the Holy Spirit?  Here when we say gift, we mean a talent or a 
capability that is given by the Holy Spirit to be used for building God’s kingdom here on earth.  
There are three separate lists of the gifts of the Spirit in the New Testament: Romans 12:6-8, 
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1 Corinthians 12:7-11 and Ephesians 4 v 11 (There is a fourth listing in 1 Peter 4:10 and 11 
but this duplicates the other lists).  From the list of nine gifts in Corinthians, the first three 
gifts are personal attributes – wisdom, knowledge and faith – and then we have the six so-
called 'sign gifts' because they are outward indications of or signs of the working of God in 
our lives.  They are healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between good and 
evil spirits and the speaking in tongues and the interpretation of that speech. 
 
We all have received one or more gifts and we are to use them.  We are given gifts for the 
common good!  They are not for our own selfish/solitary use as all gifts are essential for the 
full and proper functioning of the body of Christ that we belong to. 
  
In closing, we should recognise that not everybody has the Holy Spirit in them and Paul tells 
us that if we do not, then we do not belong to Christ.  I hope you have learnt enough about 
the Holy Spirit this morning to want to know more about the Holy Spirit and if you haven’t 
asked the Holy Spirit into your life then I hope you will think about doing so. 
 
The Revd John Smith 
 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Loving God, on this day of Pentecost, give us a fresh appreciation for the diversity that we 
enjoy in the Body of Christ through your Holy Spirit.  In the languages we share in this 
chaplaincy we celebrate the Spirit’s coming, and ask that the fruits of your Spirit grow and 
flourish in your Church and in the world. 
 
(in English) 
We pray for the Church, asking that all your people, whether lay, ministers or leaders, be 
empowered by your Spirit to speak and act in obedience to our Lord’s commandment:  that 
we love our neighbour as ourselves. 
 
We pray for all who serve you here, giving thanks for the leadership of our chaplain and 
ministry team in strengthening our church community.  We give thanks especially for the 
long ministry of Malcolm Dodd, as this week marks the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination 
as deacon, and we pray particularly for him and Janet at this time.  In the power of the Spirit 
we ask you to grow us and all Christians in true faithfulness to your word, so that your Church 
shines out as a beacon of your love for this world. 
 

In the power of the Spirit 
All: We pray to the Lord 
 
(in Malagasy) 
We pray for our world, united in its suffering from the pandemic, yet still divided in so many 
ways.  We pray for those who continue to suffer from war, violence and oppression, even at 
this time.  We pray for peace in your world. 
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We pray for all in authority, both in government and in the economies of the world, that no 
one may exploit the current difficulties for personal gain.  Open the eyes of those who have 
power to effect positive change.  Help them to see that true power lies in the rule of justice 
and kindness to bring healing to all. 
 

In the power of the Spirit 
All: We pray to the Lord 
 
(in Romanian) 
We pray for our local communities, as we remember those working and volunteering there, 
facing many challenges as they try to keep services running.  We pray for businesses hit hard 
by the pandemic, and all who work in them.  Grant them patience and creativity as they seek 
new ways to build up what has been broken. 
 
And we pray for families and relationships under stress in these extraordinary times.  Be with 
all who suffer violence or abuse; help them to seek and find the support they need.  We pray 
for all who struggle with destructive impulses, that they may learn the self-control that 
makes for peace. 
 

In the power of the Spirit 
All: We pray to the Lord 
 
(in French) 
In prayer we hold up to you all who are suffering in this world, especially the victims of Covid-
19, those stretched and overworked as they care for them, and all who mourn the loss of 
those they love.  Give them strength and hope in their troubles. 
 
We pray for those facing the loss of their livelihoods, and all working to alleviate their lack 
through food banks and other charitable organisations.  We thank you for their generosity 
and ask your Spirit to show us how we too might help in our own way. 
 

In the power of the Spirit 
All: We pray to the Lord 
 
(in English) 
Finally we pray for the communion of saints, for all who have gone before us in faith and 
whose witness has brought us to know and love you.  Welcome into your kingdom those who 
have departed this life to be eternally with you.  Grant us, with them, the grace to know the 
joy of the risen life in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

In the power of the Spirit 
All: We pray to the Lord 
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Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit, in fellowship with all the saints and in thanksgiving for 
the gift of your Son, risen, ascended, glorified, we commend ourselves and all people to your 
unfailing love, as we say together:   
 
All Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 
The Peace 
 
The minister says 

 
God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

cf 2 Corinthians 1.22 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
Hymn 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIu0nuPX4Us   

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what thou dost love, 
And do what thou wouldst do. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Until my heart is pure; 
Until with thee I will one will, 
To do or to endure. 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIu0nuPX4Us
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Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Till I am wholly thine; 
Until this earthly part of me 
Glows with the fire divine. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
So shall I never die, 
But live with thee the perfect life 
Of thine eternity. 
 

Words:  Edwin Hatch (1835-1889)  
Tune:  Trentham – Robert Jackson (1840-1914) 

Preparation of the Table 
 
The celebrant says 

 
Blessed be God, 
who feeds the hungry, 
who raises the poor, 
who fills our praise. 

 
All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
All His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord. 
This day we give you thanks 
because in fulfilment of your promise 
you pour out your Spirit upon us, 
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth, 
and uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith.  
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Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father, 
to proclaim your gospel to all nations 
and to serve you as a royal priesthood. 
Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels, 
and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells, 
to proclaim the glory of your name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

 
All Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, 
que ton nom soit sanctifié, 
que ton règne vienne, 
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que ta volonté soit faite, 
sur la terre comme au ciel. 
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 
Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 
comme nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés; 
et ne nous laisse pas entrer en tentation, 
mais délivre-nous du mal. 
Car c’est à toi qu’appartiennent le règne, la puissance et la gloire, 
pour les siècles des siècles.   
Amen. 

 
 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

All  Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
The celebrant says 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.   
All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
As circumstances are such that we cannot share in the Eucharist in person, we make an Act 
of Spiritual Communion, in which we express our faith in Christ and in his presence in the 
Eucharist, and we ask him to unite himself with us. 
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Heavenly Father, in union with Christian people throughout the world and across the 
centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy Word and receiving the precious 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.  Even though I 
cannot at this time receive Communion, I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised 
and with your Son who gave his life for us. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, into my heart, dwell in me in the fullness of your strength, and send your 
Holy Spirit that I may be filled with your presence.  Amen. 
 
 
Music 
 
Listen, Sweet Dove 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PpDXGTIcIvQ   
 
Words:  from Whitsunday - George Herbert (1593-1633) 
Music:  Grayston Ives (b. 1948) 
 

Listen sweet dove unto my song, 

and spread thy golden wings in me; 

hatching my tender heart so long, 

till it get wing and fly away with thee. 

 

Such glorious gifts thou didst bestow 

the earth did like a heaven appear, 

the stars were coming down to know 

if they might mend their wages and serve here. 

 

The sun which once did shine alone, 

hung down his head and wished for night, 

when he beheld twelve suns for one 

going about the world and giving light. 

 

Lord though we change thou art the same, 

the same sweet God of love and light: 

restore this day for thy great name, 

unto his ancient and miraculous right. 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PpDXGTIcIvQ
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation 
the way of life eternal: 
open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
All Amen. 
 
 
Blessing of Light 
 
The celebrant goes to the Easter Candle. 
 

Blessed are you, sovereign God, overflowing in love. 
With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit. 
Now the flame of heaven rests on every believer. 
Strong and weak, women and men tell out your word; 
the young receive visions, the old receive dreams. 
With the new wine of the Spirit 
they proclaim your reign of love. 
Amid the birth pangs of the new creation 
the way of light is made known. 
Source of freedom, giver of life, 
blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Each member of the congregation lights a candle. 
 
 
Hymn 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7FAu0c_-NY   
 

Father, Lord of all creation, 
Ground of being, life and love; 
Height and depth beyond description 
Only life in you can prove. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7FAu0c_-NY
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You are mortal life’s dependence: 
Thought, speech, sight are ours by grace; 
Yours is every hour’s existence, 
Sovereign Lord of time and space. 
 
Jesus Christ, the Man for others, 
We, your people, make our prayer: 
Help us love – as sisters, brothers -  
All whose burdens we can share. 
Where your name binds us together 
You, Lord Christ, will surely be; 
Where no selfishness can sever 
There your love the world may see. 
 
Holy Spirit, rushing, burning 
Wind and flame of Pentecost, 
Fire our hearts afresh with yearning 
To regain what we have lost. 
May your love unite our action, 
Nevermore to speak alone: 
God, in us abolish faction, 
God, through us your love make known. 
 

Words:  Stewart Cross (1928-1989) 
Tune:  Abbot’s Leigh – Cyril Taylor (1907-1991) 

 
 
Commission 
 
The celebrant says 
 

For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the powers 
of sin and death.  We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have prayed that 
the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the dead might be at work 
in us. 
 
As part of God’s Church here in Marseille, Aix and the Luberon, I call upon you to live 
out what you proclaim. 
 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting him 
to be your guide? 
 

All By the Spirit’s power, we will. 
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Will you dare to embrace one another and grow together in love? 

All We will. 
 

Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to one another in need? 
All We will. 
 

Will you dare to pray for one another until your hearts beat with the longings of 
God? 

All We will. 
 

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places?  
All We will. 
 

The Easter Candle is extinguished in silence. 

 
Conclusion 
 

The celebrant says 

The Lord is here. 
All His Spirit is with us. 
 

Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples and we 
invite that same Spirit to drive us out into the wild places of the world.  

 
 
Blessing 
 

May the Spirit, 
who hovered over the waters when the world was created, 
breathe into you the life he gives. 

All Amen. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us,  
make you joyful in the service of the Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 

All Amen. 
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And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 
The minister says 
 

Filled with the Spirit’s power, 
Go in the light and peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.   
 
 
 
 
Music 
 
J.S. Bach - Double (Sarabande) from Partita in B minor for solo violin 
 

played by Amanda Haste 
 
 
 
 
Picture:  The Holy Spirit, digital painting (artist unknown). 

 
 


