
1 
 

 
 

Chaplaincy of All Saints’ Marseille 
with Aix-En-Provence 

and the Luberon 
 

29th March 2020 
5th Sunday Of Lent – Passion Sunday 

 
 
 

Welcome to our online service during this time when we are unable to meet in person.  Below 
you will find readings, prayers and links to music for this Sunday.  There is also a reflection, 
published separately on the website, the text of which is included in the service. 
 
 
Introduction 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Absolution 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect for Passion Sunday 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading:  Ezekiel 37.1-14 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  He led me all round them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 
live?’  I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’  Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, 
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.  Thus says the Lord GOD to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  I looked, and there were sinews 
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 
breath in them.  Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 
the breath:  Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.’  I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.  They say, “Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.”  Therefore prophesy, and say 
to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  And you shall know that 
I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 
you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’ 

Psalm 130 
 
1 Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; * 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
 
2 If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, * 
O Lord, who could stand? 
 
3 But there is forgiveness with you, * 
so that you shall be feared. 
 
4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 
in his word is my hope. 
 
5 My soul waits for the Lord, more than the night watch for the morning, * 
more than the night watch for the morning. 
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6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 
for with the Lord there is mercy; 
 
7 With him is plenteous redemption * 
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 
now and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 
New Testament Reading:  Romans 8.6-11 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For 
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 
law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  If the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give 
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Hymn:  We sing the praise of him who died 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYvOvHOw5Eg 
 
We sing the praise of him who died, 
Of him who died upon the cross; 
The sinner's hope let men deride, 
For this we count the world but loss. 
 
Inscribed upon the cross we see 
In shining letters, 'God is love'; 
He bears our sins upon the tree; 
He brings us mercy from above. 
 
The cross! It takes our guilt away: 
It holds the fainting spirit up; 
It cheers with hope the gloomy day, 
And sweetens every bitter cup. 
 
It makes the coward spirit brave, 
And nerves the feeble arm for fight; 
It takes its terror from the grave, 
And gilds the bed of death with light: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYvOvHOw5Eg
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The balm of life, the cure of woe, 
The measure and the pledge of love, 
The sinner's refuge here below, 
The angels' theme in heaven above. 
 

Words:  Thomas Kelly (1769-1855) 
Music:  Bow Brickhill – Sydney Nicholson (1875-1947) 

 
Gospel:  John 11.1-45 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill.  So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’  
But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’  Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’  The disciples said to him, 
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’  Jesus 
answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight?  Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world.  But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.’  After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’  The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’  Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.  Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is 
dead.  For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.  But let us go to him.’  
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may 
die with him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.  Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of him.’  Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’  Martha said 
to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’  Jesus said to her, ‘I 
am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?’  She said to 
him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’  And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went 
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to him.  Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him.  The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out.  They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there.  When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’  When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved.  He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’  They said to him, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’  Jesus began to weep.  So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’  But some of them 
said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb.  It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it.  Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’  Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’  Jesus said to her, 
‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’  So they took away 
the stone.  And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me.  I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.’  When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’  The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth.  Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him. 

 
Reflection  
by The Revd John Smith 
 
Today is Passion Sunday, the start of Passiontide.  Passiontide marks a turning in the Lent 
season.  Moving away from experiencing Christ’s temptation in the wilderness and his 
preparation for His ministry, our eyes look toward the climax of His ministry, the cross and 
beyond that to the empty tomb.  But first the cross has to be endured and our salvation 
secured. 
 
In several ways the gospel reading set for today presages Christ’s death and resurrection.  
We have a death of a loved one, weeping (wailing) women, a stone over the entrance of the 
cave to be rolled away, linen wrappings, the empty tomb and new life.  Both cases 
demonstrated Christ’s power over death and gave glory to God but for all these similarities 
the resurrection of Lazarus and Christ are not the same.  With Lazarus it was more a case of 
being restored to life; restoration rather than resurrection.  Lazarus was returned to his 
former self, perhaps psychologically changed in some way, but otherwise as he was before 
he died.  After his resurrection Jesus appears as a human being with a body but with a body 
that has been transformed as ours will be - but that is a story for another day, Easter Day. 
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Our reading from the Old Testament also speaks of resurrection.  Ezekiel, speaking for the 
Lord, says, “O my people, I will open your graves and have you rise from them …Then you shall 
know that I am the Lord”  Resurrection and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit are tied together 
as Ezekiel continues “I shall put my spirit in you that you may live”.  If Christ’s coming to this 
earth to die for us was God’s great gift of Himself to us in bodily form, the second great gift 
of God of Himself was when He came in spiritual form. 
 
The overarching lesson from this miracle is that Christ is the regenerator of the dead, 
spiritually and physically.  He is able to regenerate the hearts and minds of those who are 
spiritually dead in their waywardness, lostness and sin.  Christ’s life-giving miracle of grace is 
as remarkable as His miraculous ability to resurrect.  And it is in the resurrection that 
Christians hope and believe. 
 
Looking at the gospel for a lesson for today I am struck that Christ gave Lazarus more than 
life.  He also gave him time.  And this is a gift that many of us have been given at this time.  
So how are we using this unsought gift of time?  Probably one of the most frequently said 
statements in this modern age is ‘I don’t have enough time’.  Or ‘there are not enough hours 
in the day’.  How many people have wished they had more time I wonder?  Well now we 
have got it.  We have got free time having had all those things that we were planning to do 
removed from our calendars.  For sure it has forced us to reorder our priorities, for priorities 
are what the shortage of time has always been about.  We all have 24 hours in a day.  It is 
how we choose to spend those hours that is the difference.  Let us begin by allocating more 
time to God through prayer, reflection, worship and service.  There are new opportunities to 
serve Him through serving others and so many fabulous resources available to enrich our 
daily walk with God. 
 
I was also struck by the last words of our gospel, “Unbind him and let him go” or ‘take off the 
grave clothes and set him free’, for this is the condition we find ourselves in as believing 
Christians.  We have been freed from the grave. 
 
We wait to see if the period of our home confinement is extended again beyond April 15, but 
if you are praying for an end to this time and feel your prayers are not being answered just 
remember the distressed sisters, Mary and Martha, in our gospel.  God’s delays are not 
denials.  We know from experience that unrelieved suffering can and does produce growth.  
Jesus Himself “learned obedience by the things that He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8).  And Paul 
says to the Romans “we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope” (Romans 5:3-4).  And one 
thing that we need at the moment is hope. 
 
We take comfort and hope from God’s words recorded in Jeremiah “For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).  And the reassurance of Paul, though it may be hard for 
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us to see at this place and time, “We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
 
I have to smile when I hear people (including myself) say that these are uncertain times.  
Whenever have we lived in certain times?  Whenever were we certain what would happen 
in the next hour, let alone the next day, week or month?  Yes, it is unusual to have the world 
turned so completely upside down but there is only one thing certain in this life and that is 
God’s love for us.  I am equally struck when I hear speak about these “troubled times”, as it 
is not the times that are troubled but the people experiencing the times.  This is not to be 
unsympathetic to those who are troubled by the times (far from it - they are of deep concern 
to all of us) but we must remind ourselves that Jesus gives us the answer “Let not your heart 
be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me” (John 14 v 1).  And if we are anxious, Jesus 
also tells us “do not be anxious about your life” (Matthew 6:25).  Let us hold onto his words 
through these times.  As Paul writes to Timothy: “For God has not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
 
So, let us commit to face the coming days and weeks turning fear into faith, panic into prayer 
and worry into worship. 
 
Amen. 
 
Music 
 
God so loved the world 
Words John 3.16-17 
Music  John Stainer 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihx_5aFK0cY 

 
God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved. 
 
Prayers 
 
We continue to pray for all suffering from Covid-19, their loved ones and all who care for 
them, remembering especially the most vulnerable, the seriously ill, those alone and in fear.  
We pray too for all doctors, nursing staff and healthcare workers, all who are working night 
and day to bring relief to the suffering.  We pray for wisdom to those in authority as they 
take difficult decisions, and for all facing exceptional pressures at this time, at work and at 
home.  We hold before God especially those most excluded from help, living on the streets 
with nowhere to isolate themselves because they have nowhere to go.  We make our prayers 
in the name of the one who himself became homeless, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihx_5aFK0cY
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God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Merciful God, 
we entrust to your tender care 
those who are ill or in pain, 
knowing that whenever danger threatens 
your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. 
Comfort and heal them, 
and restore them to health and strength; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Gracious God, 
give skill, sympathy and resilience 
to all who are caring for the sick, 
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 
that through their work many will be restored to health; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us 
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 
we do also for you: 
give us the will to be the servant of others 
as you were the servant of all, 
and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 
that with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may so pass through things temporal 
that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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We keep a time of silent prayer. 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, 
que ton nom soit sanctifié, 
que ton règne vienne, 
que ta volonté soit faite, 
sur la terre comme au ciel. 
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 
Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 
comme nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés; 
et ne nous laisse pas entrer en tentation, 
mais délivre-nous du mal. 
Car c’est à toi qu’appartiennent le règne, la puissance et la gloire, 
pour les siècles des siècles.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn: Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqeNM_0GNkw 
 
 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqeNM_0GNkw
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Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 
Were you there when God raised him from the dead? 
Were you there when God raised him from the dead? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when God raised him from the dead? 

Words and music:  Spiritual 
 

Blessing 
 
Christ crucified draw us to himself, 
to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 
and the assurance of sins forgiven; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon us this day and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
 
Photograph: Croix camarguaise, Notre-Dame de la Garde, Marseille. 

The traditional Camargue Cross, seen across the area of the chaplaincy, combines three symbols: 
a cross, an anchor and a heart, representing faith, hope and love. 

 


