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Chaplaincy of All Saints’ Marseille 
with Aix-en-Provence 

and the Luberon 
 

29th November 2020 
Advent Sunday 

 
 

Welcome to our online service.  Below you will find readings, prayers and links to music for 
this Sunday.  There is also a reflection by the Chaplain, The Revd Jamie Johnston, published 
separately on the website, the text of which is included in the service.   
 
Today, the first Sunday of Advent, we begin our new liturgical year.  The service will be in two 
parts.  The Chaplain will lead us through the Ministry of the Word.  After the Peace, The Revd 
John Smith will celebrate the Eucharist and we will share in an act of Spiritual Communion, 
the prayer used where it is not possible for communicants physically to receive consecrated 
bread and wine.   
 
 
The Gathering 
 
The minister says 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 
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Hymn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQUEkBiPBvw   

Hark! a herald voice is calling:  
‘Christ is nigh!’ it seems to say;  
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness,  
O ye children of the day!’ 
 
Startled at the solemn warning, 
Let the earth-bound soul arise;  
Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling,  
Shines upon the morning skies.  
 
Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,  
Comes with pardon down from heaven;  
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,  
One and all to be forgiven;  
 
So when next he comes in glory,  
And the final hour draws near,  
May he then as our defender  
On the clouds of heaven appear.  
 
Honour, glory, virtue, merit,  
To the Father and the Son,  
With the everlasting Spirit,  
While eternal ages run. 

Words:  6th century, tr. Edward Cassall (1814-1878) 
Tune:  Merton – William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

All  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQUEkBiPBvw
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The Advent Wreath 

 
The first candle on the Advent Wreath is lit and the following prayer is said:  

 
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith 
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 
May we be obedient to your call 
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for you are our light and our salvation. 
 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
The minister says 
 

When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.  

cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 
 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past, 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 

Kyrie eleison 
 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
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Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy. 
 
The minister says 
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
The Collect 
 

The minister says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
All Amen. 
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The Ministry of the Word 
 
Reading      Isaiah 64.1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence -  
as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil -  
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
   so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 
   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
   who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
   those who remember you in your ways. 
 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
   because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 
Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
   we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80.1-8, 18-20 
 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, * 
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you that led Joseph like a flock;  
 
2 Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, * 
before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 
 
3 Stir up your mighty strength * 
and come to our salvation. 
 
4 Turn us again, O God; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
5 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 
 
6 You feed them with the bread of tears; * 
you give them abundance of tears to drink. 
 
7 You have made us the derision of our neighbours, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 
8 Turn us again, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
18 Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, * 
the son of man you made so strong for yourself. 
 
19 And so will we not go back from you; * 
give us life, and we shall call upon your name. 
 
20 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 

New Testament Reading     1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 
in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 
every kind - just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you - so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He 
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will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEd0uWnDGs   

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver; 
Born a child and yet a king; 
Born to reign in us forever; 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit, 
Rule in all our hearts alone: 
By thine all-own sufficient merit, 
Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Words:  Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Tune:  Cross of Jesus – John Stainer (1840-1901) 

 
 

Gospel Reading    Mark 13.24-37 
 
The minister says 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

cf Isaiah 40.3–5 
All Alleluia. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEd0uWnDGs
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The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

‘But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory.  Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates.  Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.  It is like 
a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  Therefore, keep awake - for you 
do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Reflection 
 
Here we are at the beginning of a new liturgical year.  How different the world looks from 
how it looked a year ago.  A disease unidentified twelve months ago has claimed 50,000 lives 
in France, almost 20,000 of them in the last few weeks.  The Chancellor of the United 
Kingdom said this week that the economic impact of the pandemic has been greater than 
anything in over 300 years, and that the pain of it has hardly begun.   
 
‘O that you would tear open the heavens and come down.’  What an appropriate sentence 
to begin Advent.  ‘God, come and sort it out!’  It’s what a lot of people are feeling, and it’s at 
the heart of much of our prayer.  In the hospital ward.  In the dementia wing.  When we go 
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for the hundredth interview and are told that someone else got the job.  When the 
relationship ends and we feel bereft.  When we are left with a feeling that life has somehow 
passed us by.  ‘O that you would tear open the heavens and come down.’   
 
I was talking to a fellow chaplain this week in another part of the Diocese, who said that some 
of their congregation had made clear they weren’t going to return to church after the 
lockdown - not because they were self-isolating, but because the pandemic had rocked their 
faith so badly that it didn’t make sense any more.  They couldn’t understand how a God of 
love could watch all that was happening in the world and do nothing.  It’s an understandable 
response.  I know a family who lost four members in a month in the spring.  The ‘why’ in such 
cases is one of the most challenging questions any of us has to face.  It’s the cry written in 
every human heart in those moments when our lives seem to be falling apart, and we shout 
out in anguish.  ‘O that you would tear open the heavens and come down.’   
 
The people Isaiah describes in our Old Testament reading have a strong sense of the absence 
of God.  They complain that God has withdrawn from them.  If only God would behave like 
in the old days, rain down fire and make the mountains shake, then people would believe 
again and order would be restored.  But the next few verses are rather more unsettling.  
Having shaken their fists at heaven, the people begin to see themselves as they are, and with 
it comes the realisation that they have some facing up to do.  It’s no good blaming all their 
pain on God.  They have agency too, and what they see in the mirror is uncomfortable.  This 
pandemic has shone light on the fact that, in societies, when resources are not distributed 
fairly, people will be in want and an emergency will tip them into crisis; that when spending 
on public services is cut for years, there will not be enough hospital beds or staff to cope with 
a major emergency.   
 
Yet it’s not about criticising other people’s decisions:  we have to look ourselves in the eye as 
individuals.  What about the decisions we take each day, the things we do, and don’t do, that 
cause harm or at least indifference to others?  When we look deeply at our motivation and 
how it manifests itself in action or inaction, we are left with a sense of shame: ‘all our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.’  One focus of the season of Advent is judgment, the 
judgment that comes from the sort of long cool look that we know we will receive from God 
at the end of it all.  ‘Keep awake’, says St Mark, ‘for you do not know when it will be’.   
 
Isaiah’s reflection concludes with the understanding that, despite all that has gone wrong for 
his people (in their case, exile in Babylon), they still belong to God: ‘we are the clay, and you 
are our potter’.  God has not been absent after all.  In their self-absorption they have stopped 
recognising where he is to be found.  They have been looking in the wrong places.   
 
I wonder if sometimes we are at risk of doing the same.  Much of the language about Advent 
is about power and glory.  Early in life we form the belief that things will feel better once we 
are bigger and stronger.  We can sometimes project those feelings onto God too.  A God who 
is bigger and stronger than human beings can fix it for us.  ‘O that you would tear open the 
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heavens and come down.’  But that sort of invocation may be met not by the shaking of 
mountains, but by silence.   
 
I am currently reading a book of Advent reflections by Carys Walsh on the poetry of R S 
Thomas1, the Welsh priest who wrote some of the most moving poetry on spirituality in the 
last century.  His writing feels particularly suited to this Advent, as it is filled with not only a 
sense of expectation but also a sense of the elusiveness of God.  One of the poems, called 
Folk Tale, puts it like this:   

Prayers like gravel 

flung at the sky’s 

window, hoping to attract 

the loved one’s 

attention. …  

I would have refrained long since 

But that peering once 

Through my locked fingers 

I thought that I detected 

the movement of a curtain. 

 
Sometimes when looking for God we expect something spectacular.  Like the passage in the 
Gospel of Mark this morning, who tells us to keep alert.  But for what?  Last week Christine 
pointed out that Christ the King is not an image people always find it easy to relate to, much 
though it is good to be reminded of his victory over suffering and death.  Perhaps we are 
more used to saying that we see God most fully revealed on the Cross, in vulnerable self-
giving.  And that is profoundly true.  But there’s another image of even greater vulnerability, 
one that is especially apt for this season: that of a new-born baby.   
 
If you are involved in an argument with someone who is not good at listening, what’s the 
best way to change the conversation so that they do?  Sometimes if you do something 
unexpected, they will stop and hear you.  The Incarnation, for which we begin our season of 
preparation today, was just that:  unexpected.  We tend to expect God’s way of dealing with 
the problems of the world to be powerful and dramatic.  Raining down fire and making 
mountains tremble.  But it’s not what happened.  Have you noticed the effect that a new-
born baby has on a group of people?  It reduces them to silence.  It melts their self-
importance, the complex preoccupations of their adult minds, and it hasn’t even said a word, 
because it can’t.  A new-born baby brings the world to a halt.  It has been called the most 
disarming form of power in creation.   
 

                                                      
1 Frequencies of God – Walking through Advent with R S Thomas, Carys Walsh (2020). 
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This year the world has been reminded that God doesn’t always fix things in the ways we 
would want or expect.  Sometimes God redefines what fixing means.  Advent teaches us that 
we need to get better at looking where God is revealed, for that is where we will find hope.  
This year all of us have felt vulnerable.  No one has been spared the sense of life’s 
precariousness, and for some the year has been quite simply devastating.  We are not used 
to looking for God in vulnerability, but maybe we should.  A shared vulnerability asks of us 
what we should do, draws out our instincts to care, our commitment to one another.  It can 
make us kinder people, as individuals and societies.   
 
There is expectation in the air now, in the midst of all the fear and uncertainty.  There is hope 
next year for vaccines against the coronavirus, even if they have not arrived yet.  That’s an 
attitude of mind and heart with which Christians are familiar, for it is what Advent is about.  
And the ground of our faith and the source of our hope are that God did come, at Christmas, 
and did tear open the heavens, on Good Friday.  The tearing of a curtain from top to bottom.  
And we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only Son of the Father, when we saw the cost of 
love laid bare on a cross.  And three days later we learned that love can never be confined, 
neither by illness nor death nor anything else in all creation: that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God.   
 
We will hear and live that story again in the weeks and months to come.  May it once more 
inspire and transform us, as it always does.   
 
Happy New Year.   
 
Amen.   
 
The Revd Jamie Johnston, Chaplain 
 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
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of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers 

Everlasting God, we come before you at the start of this season of Advent to ask you 
to prepare us for the coming of your Son Jesus Christ, to hear us when we pray in faith 
for the needs of the Church and the world and to thank you for your goodness. 

We give you thanks for the promise of your love, born in human form, who comes to 
us anew. 

In this season of Advent, grant the whole Church, her ministers and all your people the 
grace to see the signs of your healing power, to prepare to receive the Saviour into 
their hearts and to look for his coming in glory. 
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Bless Robert and David, our bishops, Jamie our chaplain and the ministry team in 
Marseille, Aix and the Luberon, and guide us all who long to praise you. Through your 
Spirit, fire our imaginations to proclaim your unchanging love in new ways. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

We thank you for those who are committed to the wellbeing of our home, the Earth, 
for peacemakers and those who seek to reconcile communities, for those who bind 
together when the world would rend us apart. 

Be with us in our search for peace, in ourselves and in the world you have made.  Look 
mercifully upon those places where unrest and violence are so much part of daily life, 
in Ethiopia and the Tigray province, in Nigeria and so many other corners of the world.  
Give the peoples the peace that comes from above, that they may find Christ’s way of 
freedom and life. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

We hold before you all who are homeless and refugees.  Protect them from all harm 
and keep them from despair.  May your perfect love for the stranger and the outcast 
free us from our fear of them and open the hearts and eyes of those of us with 
blessings to share. 

Hold in your embrace all who witness to your care for your children in the service of 
the poor and needy, all who bring light to those in darkness, all who seek to fulfill 
Christ’s command to love one another through acts of simple kindness.  

 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who minister to the sick throughout our health services, that they may 
renew their strength in you and be channels of restoration and renewal for those who 
suffer. 

Grant those who are ill in body, mind or spirit to know, in the midst of their pain and 
anxiety, that your name is Love. Bring into their lives the radiance of hope and the 
courage to look beyond the present. 

In our community, we continue to pray for Malcolm, Peter, Jean-Claude, Martha, 
Joseph, Gabrielle, Andrea, Margaret and June and for those who lovingly care for them.  
Grant them relief through your light that darkness cannot contain. 
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 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who have known the coming of the Lord at the end of their lives.  
May they rest in the peace to which you have called them, and may we be ready for 
our calling, and receive mercy. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

Faithful God, who in your Son Jesus Christ allowed yourself to be made weak and 
vulnerable, so that your power and love made be manifest: form us, like clay, through 
your transforming and life-giving Spirit, that as one people we may live out your 
compassion and justice. 

 Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers 
 for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 

 
Licensing of The Revd Roxana Tenea Teleman as Assistant Curate 
 
A short recording is played of the licensing of Roxana as Assistant Curate in the chaplaincy, 
which took place on 28th November. 
 
 
The Peace 
 

The minister says 
 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

cf Luke 1.78,79 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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Hymn 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkeMTbilzXE   

 
Hark what a sound, and too divine for hearing, 
Stirs on the earth and trembles in the air! 
Is it the thunder of the Lord’s appearing? 
Is it the music of his people’s prayer? 
 

Surely he cometh, and a thousand voices 
Shout to the saints, and to the deaf are dumb; 
Surely he cometh, and the earth rejoices, 
Glad in his coming who hath sworn: I come! 
 

This hath he done, and shall we not adore him? 
This shall he do, and can we still despair? 
Come, let us quickly fling ourselves before him, 
Cast at his feet the burden of our care. 
 

Through life and death, through sorrow and through sinning, 
He shall suffice me, for he hath sufficed; 
Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning, 
Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ. 

Words:  F W H Myers (1843-1901) 
Tune:  Highwood – R R Terry (1865-1938) 

 

Preparation of the Table 
 

The celebrant says 
 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 
draw us from hatred to love; 
make the frailty of our praise 
a dwelling place for your glory. 

All Amen. 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
All His Spirit is with us. 

 
Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkeMTbilzXE
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
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Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power 
 be yours for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
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thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, 
que ton nom soit sanctifié, 
que ton règne vienne, 
que ta volonté soit faite, 
sur la terre comme au ciel. 
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 
Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 
comme nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés; 
et ne nous laisse pas entrer en tentation, 
mais délivre-nous du mal. 
Car c’est à toi qu’appartiennent le règne, la puissance et la gloire, 
pour les siècles des siècles.  Amen. 

 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
 

All  Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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The celebrant says 
 

Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

 
All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.  
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
As circumstances are such that we cannot share in the Eucharist in person, we make an Act 
of Spiritual Communion, in which we express our faith in Christ and in his presence in the 
Eucharist, and we ask him to unite himself with us. 
Heavenly Father, in union with Christian people throughout the world and across the 
centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy Word and receiving the precious 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.  Even though I 
cannot at this time receive Communion, I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised 
and with your Son who gave his life for us. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, into my heart, dwell in me in the fullness of your strength, and send your 
Holy Spirit that I may be filled with your presence.  Amen. 
 
 
Music 

How lovely are the messengers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sor-oqjj1ig   

Words:  Julius Schubring (from St Paul) 

Music:  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace 
Through all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words 
Throughout all the lands their glad tidings.   

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your 
Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active 
in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
Notices 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sor-oqjj1ig
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Hymn 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h03SJnUx8mg&app=desktop   

 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear: 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell thy people save, 
And give them victory o’er the grave: 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight: 

O come, thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery: 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, 
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe: 

Words:  John Mason Neale (181-1866) 
Tune:  Veni Emmanuel – Thomas Helmore (1811-1890) 

Blessing 
 
The Chaplain says 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h03SJnUx8mg&app=desktop
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The minister says 
 

As we await our coming Saviour, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Offertory 
 
The Diocese in Europe has a JustGiving page, making it possible for donations to be made to individual 
chaplaincies in a simple way.  For those not already donating by standing order, we would be most grateful 
for any one-off donations at the following link: 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope   
 
Please include the words ‘This is for the Marseille chaplaincy’.   
Thank you for your support.   
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope

