
1 
 

 
 

Chaplaincy of All Saints’ Marseille 
with Aix-en-Provence 

and the Luberon 
 

Holy Communion 
Christmas Day 

25th December 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to our online service, which is being shared today from All Saints’ Marseille via 
Zoom.  Below you will find readings, prayers and links to music.  A reflection by our Chaplain, 
The Revd Jamie Johnston, will also be published separately on the website.   
 
 
 
 
The Gathering 
 
The minister says 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 
Welcome all wonders in one sight! 
Eternity shut in a span. 
Summer in winter, day in night, 
heaven in earth and God in man. 
Great little one whose all-embracing birth 
brings earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth. 
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Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
 
Hymn 
 

Once in royal David's city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all; 

And his shelter was a stable 

And his cradle was a stall: 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

And through all his wondrous childhood, 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden 
In whose gentle arms he lay; 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle, 
Is our Lord in heaven above; 
And he leads his children on 
To the place where he is gone. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable 

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him, but in heaven, 

Set at God's right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned 

All in white shall wait around. 
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Blessing of the Cribs 
 

Those with cribs in their homes are invited to present them for a blessing.  
 
Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray that God will 
bless these cribs, that all who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary, may come 
to share his life in glory. 
 
God our Father, 
on this day 
your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary 
for us and for our salvation: 
bless this crib, 
which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; 
may all who see it be strengthened in faith 
and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, 
who is alive and reigns for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
The minister says 
 

Christ the light of the world has come 
to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
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Spirit of love, 
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
The celebrant says 
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 
 
 
The Gloria 
 
All say: 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
 

The minister says 
 

Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration 
that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever. 

 
Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, 
you have given us your only-begotten Son 
to take our nature upon him 
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that we, who have been born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, 
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The Ministry of the Word 
 
Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 52.7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who 
brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  Listen! 
Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the 
return of the LORD to Zion.  Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 
LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God.   

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
The Song of God’s Chosen One 
 
All   The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him. 

1   There shall come forth a shoot from the stock of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
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2   And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 

3   The spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

4   He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear, 
 

5   But with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. 
 

6   The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid. 
 

7   The calf, the lion and the fatling together, 
with a little child to lead them. 
 

8   They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea. 

Isaiah 11.1, 2, 3b-4a, 6, 9 
All   The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him. 
 
 
New Testament Reading   Hebrews 1.1-12 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom 
he also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s 
very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.  When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you’? Or 
again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’?  And again, when he brings the firstborn 
into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’  Of the angels he says, ‘He makes 
his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.’  But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever, and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom.  You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil 
of gladness beyond your companions.’  And, ‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all 
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wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed.  
But you are the same, and your years will never end.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Hymn 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down 
And glory shone around. 
 
'Fear not,' said he - for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind - 
'Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind: 
 
'To you in David's town this day 
Is born of David's line 
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, 
And this shall be the sign: 
 
‘The heavenly babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands 
And in a manger laid.' 
 
Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God, who thus 
Addressed their joyful song: 
 
'All glory be to God on high, 
And to the earth be peace; 
Goodwill henceforth from highest heaven 
Begin and never cease!' 

 
 
Gospel Reading    John 1.1-14 
 
The minister says 
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Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory. 

cf John 1.14 
All Alleluia. 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The 
same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made.  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  And the 
light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
all men through him might believe.  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light.  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  He 
was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:  Which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Reflection  A reflection by the Chaplain will be published separately on our website. 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers 
 

Lord, you are with us wherever we go.  You come to us each day and always.  Open 
our eyes to your presence, our hearts to your love, our minds to your indwelling, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 
 
Lord, we give you thanks for the deep and lasting peace you give us when we let you 
into our busy lives.  We pray for all who proclaim the good news, all who are taking 
part in worship across the world today, in churches and in their own homes.  We give 
thanks for all who, with various talents, seek to establish your kingdom.  We pray 
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especially for King Charles, our bishops Robert and David, our Archdeacon Peter and 
our ministry team in Marseille, Aix and the Luberon. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all in their various callings, that they may be sensitive to the needs of 
others and the world around them.  We remember all those who are in need of work, 
those recently made redundant and those who have never been able to work, all those 
families who this year are reliant on charities and food banks to put a meal on the 
table. We pray for all who work to care for the poor and forgotten of this world. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 
 

We thank-you for coming to us in our homes and in our work, for loving us.  In our 
homes, make us attentive to your word and ready to do your will.  We pray for 
expectant mothers, lone parents, those adopting or fostering children.  We remember 
children in places of violence, in broken homes, and those without homes or families 
to care for them. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who will be alone this Christmas, who have lost family and loved ones, 
who are unable to travel or are working in hospitals, care homes and other public 
services.  We pray especially for those who are ill, and for those caring for them, 
remembering particularly from our chaplaincy community Malcolm, Peter, Gabrielle, 
Margaret, Eddie, Susan and Jill.  Be close to them and their loved ones, and give them 
the courage and strength they need through these days.   
 
Lord in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for those who have faithfully served you and are now in the fullness of 
your glory.  We pray for loved ones departed, as we remember and miss them so much 
at this time of the year, holding especially in our prayers the family and friends of The 
Reverend Clive Hilton and Jackie Roe. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 
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Father, 
on this holy day angels and shepherds 
worshipped at the manger throne. 
Receive the worship we offer 
in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the saints 
through him who is your Word made flesh, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

The minister says 
 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
 
Hymn 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him 
Born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
 

God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
Very God, 
Begotten, not created: 
 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps: 
 



12 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God 
In the highest: 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, 
Now in flesh appearing: 

Words: Adeste, Fideles,  tr Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) 
Music: J F Wade (1711-1786), arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 
 
Preparation of the Table 
 

The celebrant says 
 

Word made flesh, life of the world, 
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 
by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 

 

All Amen. 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
All His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 
and on this night was born of the Virgin Mary 
by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us. 
In this mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  
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In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
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we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, 
que ton nom soit sanctifié, 
que ton règne vienne, 
que ta volonté soit faite, 
sur la terre comme au ciel. 
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 
Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 
comme nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés; 
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et ne nous laisse pas entrer en tentation, 
mais délivre-nous du mal. 
Car c’est à toi qu’appartiennent le règne, la puissance et la gloire, 
pour les siècles des siècles.  Amen. 

 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 
 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 

 
All  God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 

 
All  Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
The celebrant says 
 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 
All Lord, give us this bread always. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
As circumstances are such that we cannot share in the Eucharist in person, we make an Act 
of Spiritual Communion, in which we express our faith in Christ and in his presence in the 
Eucharist, and we ask him to unite himself with us. 
 
Heavenly Father, in union with Christian people throughout the world and across the 
centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy Word and receiving the precious 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, we offer you praise and thanksgiving.  Even though 
we cannot at this time receive Communion, we pray that you will unite us with all the 
baptised and with your Son who gave his life for us. 
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Come, Lord Jesus, into our hearts, dwell in us in the fullness of your strength, and send your 
Holy Spirit that we may be filled with your presence.  Amen. 
 
Music   The Sans Day Carol 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son 

Jesus Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 
sacrifice.  Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise 
and glory.  Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

Hark! the herald-angels sing 
Glory to the new born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Hark! the herald-angels sing 
Glory to the new born King. 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings; 
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Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
 

Words:  Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music:  Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847) 

 
Blessing 
 
The celebrant says 
 

Christ, who by his incarnation 
gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with peace and goodwill 
and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
 

All Amen. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Music The Shepherd’s Pipe Carol  John Rutter (b. 1945) 

played by Aidan Hamilton, ‘cello   
 
 
Offertory 
 
The Diocese in Europe has a JustGiving page, making it possible for donations to be made to individual 
chaplaincies in a simple way.  For those not already donating by standing order, we would be most grateful 
for any one-off donations at the following link: 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope   
 
Please include the words ‘This is for the Marseille chaplaincy’.   
Thank you for your support.   
 

https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope

