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Elizabeth Jenner-McLean and Alan McLean are members of All Saints, Marseille. In April, Alan was invited to
represent all the Clan Maclean at a gathering in Culloden Scotland. Elizabeth has sent us this story for our
newsletter.
Whether or not you are versed in the history of the events that culminated in the carnage at Culloden on 16th April
1746, a tour of the Exhibition in the Visitors’ Centre on the edge of the moor is a must. To call it a ‘Battlefield’ is to
belie the hopelessness of the 5,000 Jacobites facing the cannon shot and mortar bombs of 10,000 Hanoverians.
There was no contest and the battle lasted just under an hour. It was in fact the last fought on UK soil. The aftermath
in the Highlands was just as bloody and sad.
A variety of innovative and interactive audio-visual aids, such as daily living history presentations, are used to bring
the battle to life by ‘telling the story’ from the perspectives of both sides.
The tour culminates with a short film ‘in the round’ which is a reenactment of the final confrontation. Notices advise that it is ‘not
suitable viewing for the very young’. The ‘not so very old’ could
see why there was a health warning. Some 1500 Jacobites died of
whom 250 were from the Maclean Regiment led by the Maclean
of Drimnin (the Kaid’s ancestor). The names of four: Hugh, John,
Charles and Lachlan MacLean are painted on the walls leading out
of the exhibition.
Outside, in the bitter cold, the walk across the moor with an audio
tape guided us along the paths of the battle lines: blue flags
denoting the Jacobite line and red flags the Hanoverian.
In the eastern corner of the battlefield, a huge boulder, The
Cumberland Stone, marks where the Duke of Cumberland directed
the battle for the Government.
Our Alan McLean was asked to lay the wreath on
behalf of the whole Clan Maclean this April at the
memorial service organised by the Gaelic Society of
Inverness.

Whilst there is no record of the exact site of graves or trenches of
the Government forces, they are remembered in the Field of the
English by a marker known as The English Stone. This, however, is
a misnomer because the Government forces included three
Scottish regiments and the Campbell militia.

To the west of this field is The Well of the Dead. A stone marks the place where Alexander MacGillivray of
Dunmaglass fell whilst leading Clan Chattan.
Lying on both sides of the road, constructed through the battlefield in 1835, the
Graves of the Clans are marked by headstones. Identified by their clan badge,
which in those days was a plant sprig worn in their bonnet, they mark where the
dead were buried by local people who knew some of them.
A stone marker to the fallen from Clan Maclean stands alongside the path leading
to The Memorial Cairn. Erected in 1881 by Duncan Forbes who owned the land, it is
here where the annual service of remembrance is held on the Saturday closest to
April 16th.
This year, April 16th fell on a Saturday, so the service was particularly poignant. It
was organised by the Gaelic Society of Inverness. Murdo Campbell acted as
Chairman of the proceedings. Prayers were said, a poem read and a Psalm sung by
Reverend Canon Melvin Langille
led the prayers at the Memorial
Cairn.

Gaelic speakers. The Chief’s address was given by Professor Hugh Cheape and Reverend Canon Melvin Langille gave
the Benediction.
Alan was supported by Allan and Anne Maclean of Dochgarroch,
Robin and Fiona Maclean of Ardgour and several members of
CMA-France including wife Elizabeth Jenner-McLean, Ken MacLean
(Baron of Denboig), Andrew and Liz Maclean, Ted and Julie
McLean, Rhona Masson (née MacLean) and husband Jean-Denis,
their daughter Elodie Masson-Caffier, son Edouard MassonMacLean, wife Julie and their two children in addition to a few
Macleans who lived locally.
The ceremony was attended by scores of folk representing Clans
and various associations who laid wreaths in remembrance of the
dead. Julian Hutchings laid four wreaths - one to Clan Donald
Europe, one to Clan Carmichael and two to Alliance France-Ecosse.
He also carried a replica flag of the ‘Ecossais Royale’.
Afterwards, we were invited by Dr. Roddy Cameron to join Chief
Lochiel and members of Clan Cameron at the Cawdor Tavern,
Nairn for lunch. This was followed by a most interesting illustrated
talk entitled ‘An Exploration of Jacobite Material Culture’ given by
David S. Forsyth, Principal Curator, Medieval - Early Modern
Collections, National Museums, Scotland.
Note that Alan is wearing the medal of the Légion

In the evening, the delegation from CMA France was invited to
d'honneur of France and yes, that is an eagle feather in
his bonnet - by tradition, an Armiger is entitled to wear
dinner by Canon, The Very Reverend Allan Maclean of
one feather, a Chieftain wears two, and the Chief
Dochgarroch, Chieftain of the Macleans of Dochgarroch and his
wears three.
wife Anne at their home in Glenurquhart. After toasting the late
Dr. James, Allan showed us round their house and some of his
ancient weapons. Allan is the Chaplain to Clan Maclean (Scotland). He and Anne attend the Culloden Ceremony
every year.
And so our memorable trip to the Highlands came to an end. Well almost. When we got to the airport, Alan
introduced himself to Robert Amyot and his wife. He is
Commissioner for the Clan MacKinnon Society, France.
We hope they will come to the next Ralliement des
Clans in Paris. A voir.

The group photo was taken in front of the Stone Marker to the fallen from Clan Maclean.

