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Anglican Chaplaincy of All Saints’ Marseille 
with Aix-en-Provence and the Luberon 

 

14th April 2022 
Maundy Thursday 

 

Welcome to our livestreamed service, which will be led by our Chaplain, The Revd Jamie 
Johnston.  Below you will find readings, prayers and links to music for Maundy Thursday.  
There is also a reflection by The Revd Roxana Tenea Teleman, published separately on the 
website, the text of which is included in the service.   
 
The service for Maundy Thursday recalls several foundational memories of the Christian faith.  
The first is the Last Supper which Jesus shared with his closest followers immediately before 
his arrest.  During supper he got up from the table to wash their feet, explaining to them that 
this act of humility and service was a symbol of the care they should show for one another.  
And when bread and wine were blessed and shared, he instructed them to remember him 
when they met to do this, the origin of our Eucharist. 
 
The service will end with the stripping of the altar and the removal of all furnishings from the 
sanctuary, which remains bare until the first service of Easter.  We will then keep the Watch 
- a period of silent prayer when we recall Jesus’s agony in the Garden of Gethsemane as he 
prepared to face the events of Good Friday.   
 
You are invited to have a candle or other single light source to hand.  During the final hymn, 
candles will be lit and other light sources dimmed.   
 
Introduction 
 
The celebrant says 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.   

All Amen. 



2 
 

 
Hymn 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OKTKBA_yxaM   

 
Great God, your love has called us here, 
As we, by love for love were made. 
Your living likeness still we bear, 
Though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 
We come, with all our heart and mind 
Your call to hear, your love to find. 

We come with self-inflicted pains 
Of broken trust and chosen wrong, 
Half free, half bound by inner chains, 
By social forces swept along, 
By powers and systems close confined 
Yet seeking hope for humankind. 

Great God, in Christ you call our name 
And then receive us as your own, 
Not through some merit, right or claim, 
But by your gracious love alone. 
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 
And find you kneeling at our feet. 

Then take the towel, and break the bread, 
And humble us, and call us friends. 
Suffer and serve till all are fed, 
And show how grandly love intends 
To work till all creation sings, 
To fill all worlds, to crown all things. 

Great God, in Christ you set us free 
Your life to live, your joy to share. 
Give us your Spirit's liberty 
To turn from guilt and dull despair 
And offer all that faith can do 
While love is making all things new. 

Words:  Brian Wren (b. 1936) 
Tune: Michael Joncas (b. 1951) 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OKTKBA_yxaM
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Prayers of penitence 
 
The celebrant says 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ 
‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’ 
Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, 
and ask him to cleanse us. 

 
Silence is kept. 

 
Have mercy on us, O God, 
in your great goodness; 
according to the abundance of your compassion 
blot out our offences. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Against you only have we sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; 
wash us and we shall be made whole. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the Father forgive us  
by the death of his Son  
and strengthen us  
to live in the power of the Spirit  
all our days. 

All Amen. 
 
The Gloria 
 
All say 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
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Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect 
 

Let us pray that we may love one another as Christ has loved us. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

God our Father,  
you have invited us to share in the supper 
which your Son gave to his Church 
to proclaim his death until he comes: 
may he nourish us by his presence,  
and unite us in his love; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading   Exodus 12. 1 – 4, 11 - 14 
 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, 
a lamb for each household.  If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
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neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people 
who eat of it. 
 
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly.  It is the passover of the LORD.  For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements:  I am the LORD.  
The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:  when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 116. 10 - 17 
 
10 How shall I repay the Lord * 
for all the benefits he has given to me? 
 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 
12 I will fulfil my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people. 
 
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
is the death of his faithful servants. 
 
14 O Lord, I am your servant, * 
your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 
15 I will offer to you a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 
16 I will fulfil my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people, 
 
17 In the courts of the house of the Lord, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
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New Testament Reading  1 Corinthians 11.23-26 
 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, ‘This is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the same way he 
took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Hymn 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZ2iohk3CJw   
 

An upper room did our Lord prepare 
For those he loved until the end:  
And his disciples still gather there,  
To celebrate their risen friend.  
 
A lasting gift Jesus gave his own:  
To share his bread, his loving cup;  
Whatever burdens may bow us down,  
He by his Cross shall lift us up.  
 
And after supper he washed their feet  
For service, too, is sacrament.  
In him our joy shall be made complete –  
Sent out to serve, as he was sent.  
 
No end there is! We depart in peace,  
He loves beyond his uttermost:  
In every room in our Father’s house  
He will be there, as Lord and host. 
 
An upper room did our Lord prepare 
For those he loved until the end:  
And his disciples still gather there,  
To celebrate their risen friend.  

Words:  Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 
Tune:  English traditional, arr. Noel Tredinnick (b 1949) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZ2iohk3CJw
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Gospel   John 13.1-17, 31b-35 
 
The minister says 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: 
Love one another as I have loved you. 

All Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 
this world and go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 
to the end.  The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 
him.  And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his 
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’  Jesus 
answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’  Peter said 
to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’  Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share 
with me.’  Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’  
Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
entirely clean.  And you are clean, though not all of you.’  For he knew who was to betray 
him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said 
to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord—and you 
are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also should 
do as I have done to you.  Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, 
nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  If you know these things, you are 
blessed if you do them. 

Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If God 
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  
Little children, I am with you only a little longer.  You will look for me; and as I said to the 
Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.”  I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.’ 
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This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Reflection 
 
The stillness of the night has prevailed over the clamour of the city. In the quiet upper room, 
in this his urgent hour, Jesus gets up from the table, picks up a pail of water and fills a basin, 
takes a rough cleaning cloth, kneels down in front of the friends who will deny, betray and 
abandon him and begins to wash their feet. 
 
When Jesus approaches Peter, he resists and protests. ‘Lord, you will never wash my feet!’ 
This is a task usually performed by someone who has no other place than to serve and to do 
menial tasks. Jesus washing Peter’s feet would turn the world upside down. ‘The Wisdom of 
God that can restrain the untamed fury of the waters and keep back the seas, now pours 
water into a basin; and the Master washes the feet of his servants.’ (Byzantine liturgy) 
 
I guess there that Peter has much more on his mind than only resisting this unheard-of role 
reversal. Peter is not willing to show Jesus his feet, to have him touch them. Yet Peter, one 
of those whom Jesus has first called to follow him, is a loyal, staunch and generous disciple. 
He is ready to make impassioned declarations: ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ He is ready 
to plunge into water to join Jesus. Later, this night, he will draw his sword and cut off the ear 
of the high priest’s servant, in an attempt to defend his Master. Yet he wouldn’t readily have 
his feet washed. 
 
We can so well recognise ourselves in Peter, with our fear that the hidden imperfections of 
our lives might be exposed, and that such exposure would leave us unloved and even 
rejected. 
 
It is difficult to believe in the love of others, to consent to it. Letting oneself be loved is to 
accept to be vulnerable. It means being willing to accept our bruises, wounds, and scars to 
be seen and touched. It is so much easier to care for others generously and to love them, 
than to allow oneself to be cared for. All those who have ever been cared for in a hospital 
bed know how much this depending on others for the simplest thing is a lesson in 
vulnerability and humility. 
 
Of course, we can be generous, we can do things for others, we can even overwhelm and 
embarrass them with our generosity. And rejoice in our righteousness. Nonetheless, the 
experience of being loved is crucial. ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ If we do 
not allow ourselves to be loved, we cannot enter into the mystery of God’s gracious and 
generous giving himself for us. Only those who know they are loved and who allow 
themselves to be loved, can make, in return, the gift of their lives. 
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Jesus Christ knows where our feet have walked, the journey they have been on, where the 
bruises and calluses of life have come from. To allow him to minister to us means coming 
before him with an open heart, knowing our limitations and failures. To allow him to cleanse 
our feet is to have our insecurities, weariness and bitterness scrubbed away. It is to know 
that our brokenness is not the final word. God can redeem what is most unlovely in us. ‘Love 
to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be.’ (Samuel Crossman, My song is love 
unknown).  
 
In Jesus Christ, God kneels down and asks permission to love us, to serve us, to save us. He 
reveals our dignity by putting himself lower than we are. 
 
Jesus Christ’s love is so deep and so true that he ‘empties himself, taking the form of a slave’ 
(Philippians 2.7). He gives up his life to free us to be a part of God’s inheritance. We are fully 
known, fully accepted, fully forgiven, fully loved. 
 
Are we prepared and willing to be touched by this kind of love, that can give us new life? Are 
we prepared and willing to proclaim the liberating news that God freely loves us at all times 
and that we are made for communion with him and for eternal life? 
 
Jesus Christ gives himself tonight in the sacrament – tomorrow on the cross. The washing of 
the feet, the shared cup and bread, the cross – one commandment of love, one testimony 
that where true love is, God himself is there. 
 
Amen. 
 
The Revd Roxana Tenea Teleman 
 
 
The Washing of Feet 
 
The celebrant says 
 

God is love, and where true love is, God himself is there.  
 

The president washes the feet of some members of the congregation.  
 

Music :  Ubi caritas et amor  Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xp3IHBSyZKY   

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xp3IHBSyZKY
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The celebrant says 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us 
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 
we also do for you: 
give us the will to be the servant of others 
as you were the servant of all, 
and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
Prayers  
 

On this night Christ knelt and washed his disciples’ feet.  As we follow his example, 
grant us the humility of servant hearts, that we might love without counting the cost, 
and serve not thinking of our own status, but putting others before ourselves.  May 
our church, our chaplaincy be a servant community and may we live and proclaim the 
grace of the gospel. 
 
Lord this night we pray: 

All Hear our prayer. 
 
On this night Christ broke bread, shared it among his disciples and said this is my body 
given for you.  May we who share in Christ’s generosity be generous to others.  May 
we hunger and thirst for reconciliation, may we like him be peacemakers.  And may we 
give of ourselves, not counting the cost. 
 
Lord this night we pray: 

All Hear our prayer. 
 
On this night Christ took the cup, and said drink from it all of you.  May we seek unity 
in the church, holding firm to the essentials, but treating all other matters with a 
gentleness of touch.  We pray for those who feel alienated from the church, that they 
may know the unconditional welcome of Jesus. 
 
Lord this night we pray: 

All Hear our prayer. 
 
On this night Christ was betrayed by one of those closest to him.  By the power of the 
Spirit, may we have courage to be faithful even to the end, and to bear witness to the 
crucified king.  We pray for those in authority so often unprepared to acknowledge 
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Christian faith and for those who uphold our laws that they may pursue what is right 
and just. 
 
Lord this night we pray: 

All Hear our prayer. 
 
On this night Christ knelt in the garden of Gethsemane and wept for the sins of the 
world.  Break our hearts that we also may weep for this world torn apart and broken 
by war, greed, idolatry and exploitation.  Remind us of our responsibility for the 
hungry, the destitute and the lost.  And grant us the strength and the courage to say 
and mean ‘not my will but yours be done’. 
 
Lord this night we pray: 

All Hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 
The Peace 
 
The minister says 

 
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
Hymn 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4FERL8Xeno 

 
O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 
That all thy Church might be for ever one, 
Grant us at every Eucharist to say 
With longing heart and soul, ‘Thy will be done.’ 
O, may we all one bread, one body be, 
One through this sacrament of unity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4FERL8Xeno
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For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 
Make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
By drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace: 
Thus may we all one bread, one body be, 
One through this sacrament of unity. 
 
We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold; 
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 
Back to the faith which saints believed of old, 
Back to the Church which still that faith doth keep: 
Soon may we all one bread, one body be, 
One through this sacrament of unity. 
 
So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 
May we be one with all thy church above, 
One with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
One with thy saints in one unbounded love: 
More blessed still, in peace and love to be 
One with the Trinity in unity. 

 
Words:  William H. Turton (1856-1938) based on John 17 

Tune:  Song 1, Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
 
 
Preparation of the Table 
 
The celebrant says 
 

Jesus, true vine and bread of life, 
ever giving yourself that the world might live, 
let us share your death and passion: 
make us perfect in your love. 

All Amen. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
All His Spirit is with us. 

 
Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right to give you thanks, 
Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
For on this night he girded himself with a towel 
and, taking the form of a servant, 
washed the feet of his disciples. 
He gave us a new commandment 
that we should love one another as he has loved us. 
Knowing that his hour had come, 
in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples 
to be a memorial of his passion, 
that we might proclaim his death until he comes again, 
and feast with him in his kingdom. 
Therefore earth unites with heaven 
to sing a new song of praise; 
we too join with angels and archangels 
as they proclaim your glory without end: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
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Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
 

All Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Believing the promises of God, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
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thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, 
que ton nom soit sanctifié, 
que ton règne vienne, 
que ta volonté soit faite, 
sur la terre comme au ciel. 
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 
Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 
comme nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés; 
et ne nous laisse pas entrer en tentation, 
mais délivre-nous du mal. 
Car c’est à toi qu’appartiennent le règne, la puissance et la gloire, 
pour les siècles des siècles.  Amen. 

 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 
 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 
All we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
All  Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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The celebrant says 
 
Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
The celebrant and people receive Communion. 
 
 
Music 
 
Ave Verum Corpus 
 
Words 14th century 
Music  W A Mozart (1756-1791) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOnAPvBqdPE   
 

Ave verum corpus, 
Natum de Maria Virgine, 
Vere passum, immolatum 
In cruce pro homine, 
Cuius latus perforatum 
Unda fluxit et sanguine, 
Esto nobis praegustatum 
In mortis examine. 
 
Hail, true Body, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
having truly suffered, 
sacrificed on the Cross for humankind, 
from whose pierced side 
water and blood flowed, 
be for us a foretaste of heaven 
in the trial of death. 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament 
you have given us the memorial of your passion: 
grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of your body and blood 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOnAPvBqdPE
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that we may know within ourselves 
and show forth in our lives 
the fruit of your redemption, 
for you are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son 

Jesus Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  
Amen. 

 
Hymn during which all are invited to dim their lights and to light a single candle 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzUIcyF-j0s   

 
Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise; 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways. 
 
O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
A second Adam to the fight 
And to the rescue came. 
 
O generous love! that he who smote 
In Man for man the foe; 
The double agony in Man 
For man should undergo; 
 
And in the garden secretly, 
And on the cross on high, 
Should teach his brethren, and inspire 
To suffer and to die. 
 
Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise; 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways. 

Words:  John Henry Newman (1801-1890) 
Tune:  Richmond – Thomas Haweis (1734-1820) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzUIcyF-j0s
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The Stripping of the Sanctuary 
 
The altar and the sanctuary are stripped bare. 
 
Psalm 88 
 
1    O Lord, God of my salvation,  * 

I have cried day and night before you. 
 

2    Let my prayer come into your presence;  * 
incline your ear to my cry. 
 

3    For my soul is full of troubles;  * 
my life draws near to the land of death. 
 

4    I am counted as one gone down to the Pit;  * 
I am like one that has no strength, 
 

5    Lost among the dead,  * 
like the slain who lie in the grave, 
 

6    Whom you remember no more,  * 
for they are cut off from your hand. 
 

7    You have laid me in the lowest pit,  * 
in a place of darkness in the abyss. 
 

8    Your anger lies heavy upon me,  * 
and you have afflicted me with all your waves. 
 

9    You have put my friends far from me  * 
and made me to be abhorred by them. 
 

10  I am so fast in prison that I cannot get free;  * 
my eyes fail from all my trouble. 
 

11  Lord, I have called daily upon you;  * 
I have stretched out my hands to you. 
 

12  Do you work wonders for the dead?  * 
Will the shades stand up and praise you? 
 

13  Shall your loving-kindness be declared in the grave,  * 



19 
 

your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 
 

14  Shall your wonders be known in the dark  * 
or your righteous deeds in the land where all is forgotten? 
 

15  But as for me, O Lord, I will cry to you;  * 
early in the morning my prayer shall come before you. 
 

16  Lord, why have you rejected my soul?  * 
Why have you hidden your face from me? 
 

17  I have been wretched and at the point of death from my youth;  * 
I suffer your terrors and am no more seen. 
 

18  Your wrath sweeps over me;  * 
your horrors are come to destroy me; 
 

19  All day long they come about me like water;  * 
they close me in on every side. 
 

20  Lover and friend have you put far from me  * 
and hid my companions out of my sight. 

 
 
 
 
The Gospel of the Watch    Mark 14.26-51 
 
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, 
‘You will all become deserters; for it is written, 
 
“I will strike the shepherd, 
    and the sheep will be scattered.” 
 
But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.’ Peter said to him, ‘Even though all 
become deserters, I will not.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, 
before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.’ But he said vehemently, ‘Even 
though I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ And all of them said the same. 
 

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ 
He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And 
he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.’ And 
going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
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hour might pass from him. He said, ‘Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this 
cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’ He came and found them sleeping; 
and he said to Peter, ‘Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep 
awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.’ And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once 
more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not 
know what to say to him. He came a third time and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and 
taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’ 
  
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him 
there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 
Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him 
and lead him away under guard.’ So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, 
‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those who 
stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were 
a bandit? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But 
let the scriptures be fulfilled.’ All of them deserted him and fled. 
 
A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold 
of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 
 
We keep a time of silent prayer. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The celebrant says 
 

Jesus prayed to the Father, ‘If it is possible, take this cup of suffering from me.’ 
 
He went away for the second time and prayed, 
‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.’ 
 
Let us go in peace. 

 
 
The candles are extinguished. The ministers and the people depart. 
 
 
Picture:  Christ washing the feet of disciples, Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472-1553). 
 


