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COMPLINE FOR HOLY WEEK 

Wednesday, 13th April 2022 

 

This is a service of quietness and reflection before rest at the end of the day.  You might like to prepare a quiet 

space and light a candle before it begins.  It is intended as a completion, so is most effective when the ending is 

indeed an ending, without additions, conversation or noise.  Monks would go from Compline into the Great 

Silence.  In churches, those present depart in silence; at home, they go quietly to bed.  

 

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 
All:  Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 
All:   who made heaven and earth. 
 

A period of silence for reflection on the past day 

 

All:   Most merciful God, 
we confess to you, 
before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, 
heal us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

 
O God, make speed to save us. 

All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
All:   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.   Amen 
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The Word of God 

We say together verses from Psalm 139.1-18 

All: O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
   you discern my thoughts from far away.  
You search out my path and my lying down, 
   and are acquainted with all my ways.  
Even before a word is on my tongue, 
   O Lord, you know it completely.  
You hem me in, behind and before, 
   and lay your hand upon me.  
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
   it is so high that I cannot attain it.  

 
Where can I go from your spirit? 
   Or where can I flee from your presence?  
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.  
If I take the wings of the morning 
   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,  
even there your hand shall lead me, 
   and your right hand shall hold me fast.  
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
   and the light around me become night’,  
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
   the night is as bright as the day, 
   for darkness is as light to you.  

 
For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
   Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well.  
   My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
   all the days that were formed for me, 
   when none of them as yet existed.  
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
   How vast is the sum of them!  
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
   I come to the end—I am still with you.  
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All:   Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.    Amen 

 

Scripture reading 

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.’  The 
disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking.  One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus 
loved—was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking.  
So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’  Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom I give 
this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’  So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot.  After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, ‘Do 
quickly what you are going to do.’  Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him.  Some thought that, 
because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’; or, that he 
should give something to the poor.  So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out.  And it was 
night. 
 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  
If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
 

John 13.21-32 

Reflection 

Tonight’s scripture reading introduces us to Judas Iscariot. I imagine most people today do not know many Bible 

characters but many more know what it means to be called a Judas. We have heard about Judas earlier in this 

gospel and the other three gospels. And none of what we have heard so far is particularly encouraging. I really 

wanted to do a makeover for Judas as his reputation in the bible is bad and over the years since, it has got only 

worse as he is portrayed in paintings, song and verse – but sadly, I could not find much good to say about him.  

 

There is frustratingly little that we know about Judas apart from this act and his questioning why Mary poured 

expensive anointment on the feet of Jesus. Sadly, the gospels leave us with more questions than answers. To 

begin with, we have to wonder why Jesus chose Judas to be one of his twelve disciples in the first place, 

particularly when Jesus himself called Judas a devil (John 6 v 70) and a liar and the father of lying (John 8 v 44) 

It couldn’t be that Jesus was a bad judge of character could it? And if Judas was a devil, if he couldn’t be trusted, 

why was he made the keeper of the purse? There was a tax collector in the group who at least knew how to 

count and keep track of money. 
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The story of Judas’s perfidy starts, as Luke tells us, when Satan entered into Judas (Luke 22 v 3). And that takes 

us straight back to the wilderness where Jesus was at the beginning of His ministry. After Jesus had resisted 

Satan’s temptations we have the ominous warning, “when the devil had finished every test, he departed from 

him until an opportune time”. (Luke 4 v 13). Every school child on hearing this warning would have shouted out 

at this point “watch out Jesus”. Throughout the ministry of Jesus Satan appears in some of the parables that 

Jesus tells. Satan is also blamed for some physical and mental illnesses. At the Last Supper, Jesus warns Peter 

that a test of faith was coming as Satan wanted to ‘sift Peter as wheat’, in other words shake Peter’s faith so 

forcefully that he would fall. But the opportune time of direct confrontation that Satan was looking for came at 

Gethsemane when Jesus was at His weakest. 

For sure we would like to know more about what happened to Judas after he kissed Jesus at Gethsemane? How 

did he die? We are given two different accounts. And did he die before, after or at the same time as Jesus was 

crucified. Did Jesus forgive him? 

So, what can we conclude about Judas? Was he even essential to the crucifixion story? As Jesus said to those 

who arrested him, I was with you in the temple courts, you could have arrested me there. 

Perhaps we have to conclude that the choice of Judas by Jesus was not an accident or a misjudgment but he 

must have been part of God’s predestined plan from eternity past. Judas’s role was not apart from his own will. 

Even though God ordained that Judas would be the one of the Twelve who would betray Christ, it was not apart 

from the desire of Judas. Judas was no robot. Our Lord did not simply allocate to an unwilling Judas the part of 

the villain in the crucifixion. Such a thing would be inconsistent with the character of Jesus Christ.  

Throughout His ministry, Jesus, with His love, His teaching, His examples, His pleas, and His rebuke would have 

encouraged Judas to repentance, time and time again. So, although Judas's treachery fit into the plan of God, 

God did not design him as a treacherous man. He became a traitor to Christ by his own choice. God merely 

designed his treachery into the divine plan. He took Judas, wretched as he was, and fitted him into His plan. If 

God was responsible for making Judas what he was, Jesus would have pitied him rather than rebuked Him. 

Judas Iscariot, then, was the chosen instrument of God, not apart from his own will, to betray Christ and bring 

about His death. This wretched man--evil as he was, by his own desire--was designed into God's plan.  

 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

All: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

All: I commend my spirit. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

All: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
Keep me as the apple of your eye. 

All: Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 
 
 
We say together the Nunc Dimittis 
 
All: Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
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Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen 
 

All: Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

 

Prayers 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
as we stand at the foot of the cross of your Son, 
help us to see and know your love for us, 
so that in humility, love and joy 
we may place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All: Amen 

Intercessions 

God of compassion, 
your love for humanity was revealed in Jesus, 
whose earthly life began in the poverty of a stable 
and ended in the pain and isolation of the cross: 
we hold before you all  
who have suffered loss in recent times. 
We pray for all refugees, 
and those facing homelessness and poverty. 
Be with them and comfort them in spirit. 
Bless those who work to provide them 
with shelter, food and friendship, 
and help us to support them where we can. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
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God of the present moment, 

who in Jesus stills the storm 

and soothes the frantic heart; 

bring hope and courage 

to all victims of war, conflict and violence, 

and to all your children the gift of peace. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
 

Lord, you know our suffering and the pain of death; 
we remember those who have died over this past year 
and we pray for all who mourn them. 
Comfort them in their sorrow, 
fill them with the light of your hope 
and give them strength to face the future. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
All: Hear our prayer 

God our Father, by whose mercy the world turns safely into darkness and returns again to light: this night 

we place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, 

knowing that only what you bless will prosper.  To your love and protection we commit each other and 

all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

 

We say together the prayer Our Lord has taught us 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 
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The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
All: for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
All: for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 
All: so do we look for you, O Christ. 

 

Blessing 

May God bless us, 
that in us may be found love and humility, 
obedience and thanksgiving, 
discipline, gentleness and peace. 

All: Amen 

 

Music for meditation 

‘Wer Gottes Marter in Ehren hat’ from St. Luke Passion: Heinrich Schütz (2.07) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5rXtvWGKOs&list=RDN5rXtvWGKOs 

Wer Gottes Marter in Ehren hat  He who honours God’s suffering 
und oft betracht sein bittern Tod,  and often ponders His bitter death, 
des will er eben pflegen wohl hie  will be well protected by His mercy  
auf Erd mit seiner Gnad   here on earth 
und dort in dem ewigen Leben.  and there in eternal life. 
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