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COMPLINE FOR HOLY WEEK 

Tuesday, 12th April 2022 

 

This is a service of quietness and reflection before rest at the end of the day.  You might like to prepare a quiet 

space and light a candle before it begins.  It is intended as a completion, so is most effective when the ending is 

indeed an ending, without additions, conversation or noise.  Monks would go from Compline into the Great 

Silence.  In churches, those present depart in silence; at home, they go quietly to bed.  

 

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 
All:  Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 
All:   who made heaven and earth. 
 

A period of silence for reflection on the past day 

 

All:   Most merciful God, 
we confess to you, 
before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, 
heal us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

 
O God, make speed to save us. 

All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
All:   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.   Amen 
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The Word of God 

We say together verses from Psalm 139.1-18 

All: O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
   you discern my thoughts from far away.  
You search out my path and my lying down, 
   and are acquainted with all my ways.  
Even before a word is on my tongue, 
   O Lord, you know it completely.  
You hem me in, behind and before, 
   and lay your hand upon me.  
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
   it is so high that I cannot attain it.  

 
Where can I go from your spirit? 
   Or where can I flee from your presence?  
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.  
If I take the wings of the morning 
   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,  
even there your hand shall lead me, 
   and your right hand shall hold me fast.  
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
   and the light around me become night’,  
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
   the night is as bright as the day, 
   for darkness is as light to you.  

 
For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
   Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well.  
   My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
   all the days that were formed for me, 
   when none of them as yet existed.  
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
   How vast is the sum of them!  
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
   I come to the end—I am still with you.  
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All:   Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.    Amen 

Scripture reading 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’  Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew 
and Philip went and told Jesus.  Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit.  Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.  Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honour. 

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”?  No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.’  Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.’  The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder.  Others said, ‘An angel 
has spoken to him.’  Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.  Now is the judgement of 
this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all people to myself.’  He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  The crowd answered him, ‘We 
have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever.  How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted 
up? Who is this Son of Man?’  Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer.  Walk while you have 
the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you.  If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you 
are going.  While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.’ 

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 

John 12.20-36 

Reflection 

It’s busy in the garden at present, sowing seeds, potting on seedlings, getting everything ready for planting out 

once we’re sure the frosts won’t return.  Every spring I am fascinated by the little miracles that appear when I 

take tiny seeds and bury them in compost, water them and wait for the first leaves to appear.  So reading about 

the grain of wheat in tonight’s gospel I felt I was on familiar ground.  No seed will sprout unless it is in the soil, 

to all intents, dead and buried, and I could, I thought, see the point Jesus was making.  In order to create and 

grow something new, he too would have to die and be buried, before bursting out in exuberant life, to save 

humanity and bring about a brand new creation. 

What I wasn’t so sure about was the first part of the reading.  Yes, I can envisage the Greeks, foreigners, being 

interested in Jesus Christ, and wanting to meet him.  I can also see Philip, perhaps not being too sure what to 

do, going to tell Andrew, then the pair of them going to tell Jesus.  
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But rather than what one might expect as a response from Jesus, along the lines of “Oh yes I’ll talk to them” (or 

even, “tell them to come back later”), he talks about the grain of wheat and how the time has come for the Son 

of Man to be glorified, about loving life and losing it, about servants and master.  A bit odd?  The arrival of the 

Greeks seems to be the sign that Jesus has been waiting for, the sign that this is it, the final event of his earthly 

ministry.  He’s not just going to meet death in the face and defeat it, he is going to open the path for his followers 

to take after him.  It’s as if he is challenging his followers and the foreigner visitors too, saying if they really want 

to know and understand him, they must be prepared to risk their lives. 

John shows us a very human side of Jesus now, a troubled Jesus debating with himself about the path ahead, 

and nervous.  But he comes through his doubts, he doesn’t ask God to save him from what lies ahead, instead 

he resolves to go on, and is rewarded by the voice from heaven.  Those around don’t recognize it as such, 

thinking it’s thunder or an angel talking to him – nothing new – they’ve understood very little up to now and 

still less what he says about being raised up and drawing all people to himself.  With the benefit of hindsight, 

we do have the chance to understand.  This week, where his followers everywhere read and pray and reflect on 

the events of Hoy Week, in the context of what is going on in the world today, this passage must be one of the 

most comforting in the gospels. 

We need, today as much as any time in history, that reassurance – that Jesus died for all of us, to draw everyone 

to him, to bring judgment on the evildoers and to destroy the power of death once and for all. 

Amen. 

 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

All: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

All: I commend my spirit. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

All: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
Keep me as the apple of your eye. 

All: Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 
 
 
We say together the Nunc Dimittis 
 
All: Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen 
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All: Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

 
Prayers 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
as we stand at the foot of the cross of your Son, 
help us to see and know your love for us, 
so that in humility, love and joy 
we may place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All: Amen 

Intercessions 

God of compassion, 
your love for humanity was revealed in Jesus, 
whose earthly life began in the poverty of a stable 
and ended in the pain and isolation of the cross: 
we hold before you all  
who have suffered loss in recent times. 
We pray for all refugees, 
and those facing homelessness and poverty. 
Be with them and comfort them in spirit. 
Bless those who work to provide them 
with shelter, food and friendship, 
and help us to support them where we can. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
 

God of the present moment, 

who in Jesus stills the storm 

and soothes the frantic heart; 

bring hope and courage 

to all victims of war, conflict and violence, 

and to all your children the gift of peace. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
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Lord, you know our suffering and the pain of death; 
we remember those who have died over this past year 
and we pray for all who mourn them. 
Comfort them in their sorrow, 
fill them with the light of your hope 
and give them strength to face the future. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 

God our Father, by whose mercy the world turns safely into darkness and returns again to light: this night 

we place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, 

knowing that only what you bless will prosper.  To your love and protection we commit each other and 

all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

 

We say together the prayer Our Lord has taught us 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 

 

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
All: for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
All: for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 
All: so do we look for you, O Christ. 
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Blessing 

May God bless us, 
that in us may be found love and humility, 
obedience and thanksgiving, 
discipline, gentleness and peace. 

All: Amen 

 

Music for meditation 

Heyr Himna Smiður:  Þorkell Sigurbjörnsson  (4.18) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThUuDYNdrFE   

God, I call upon thee to weep for me; 
Remember me as I am fragile and thus need You the most. 
Drive from me the roots of my wrath, most Generous, 
And especially every sorrow that has taken hold of my heart’s fortress. 
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