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COMPLINE FOR HOLY WEEK 

Monday, 11th April 2022 

 

This is a service of quietness and reflection before rest at the end of the day.  You might like to prepare a quiet 

space and light a candle before it begins.  It is intended as a completion, so is most effective when the ending is 

indeed an ending, without additions, conversation or noise.  Monks would go from Compline into the Great 

Silence.  In churches, those present depart in silence; at home, they go quietly to bed.  

 

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 
All:  Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 
All:   who made heaven and earth. 
 

A period of silence for reflection on the past day 

 

All:   Most merciful God, 
we confess to you, 
before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, 
heal us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

 
O God, make speed to save us. 

All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
All:   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.   Amen 
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The Word of God 

We say together verses from Psalm 139.1-18 

All: O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
   you discern my thoughts from far away.  
You search out my path and my lying down, 
   and are acquainted with all my ways.  
Even before a word is on my tongue, 
   O Lord, you know it completely.  
You hem me in, behind and before, 
   and lay your hand upon me.  
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
   it is so high that I cannot attain it.  

 
Where can I go from your spirit? 
   Or where can I flee from your presence?  
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.  
If I take the wings of the morning 
   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,  
even there your hand shall lead me, 
   and your right hand shall hold me fast.  
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
   and the light around me become night’,  
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
   the night is as bright as the day, 
   for darkness is as light to you.  

 
For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
   Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well.  
   My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
   all the days that were formed for me, 
   when none of them as yet existed.  
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
   How vast is the sum of them!  
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
   I come to the end—I am still with you.  
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All:   Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.    Amen 

 

Scripture reading 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  
There they gave a dinner for him.  Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.  Mary 
took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair.  The 
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was 
about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to 
the poor?’  (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common 
purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep 
it for the day of my burial.  You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’ 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to 
see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, 
since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

John 12.1-11 

Reflection 

Tonight’s gospel takes us back to Bethany, to the house of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  John sets his narrative at 

the start of what we now call Holy Week – a week of tumultuous, world-changing events and, unbeknown to 

most of those present, the final week of Jesus’ earthly incarnate life.  Could Mary have foretold what would 

happen to her beloved Lord within a few short days?  In her extravagantly generous and loving act, as she anoints 

Jesus’ feet with costly perfume and then wipes them with her own hair, what is she thinking?   Is this simply an 

act of gratitude?  But John reminds us that Jesus has just raised her brother from the dead, so it seems, from 

the way he places this scene, that he’d like us to see much more in Mary’s act of devotion.  

Mark and Luke’s gospels describe the unnamed woman as anointing her friend’s head, not his feet.  But in John’s 

account, Jesus openly acknowledges the meaning behind her generosity:  She bought it so that she might keep 

it for the day of my burial.  Life was becoming dangerous for him. The raising of Lazarus, mentioned twice in this 

passage, has brought things to a head as far as the high priests are concerned.  Now they’re not only determined 

to put Jesus to death, but Lazarus too.  But at this point could Mary have guessed how soon they would attack?  

By placing this story between the deaths of Lazarus and Jesus, it seems that John would like us to see her action 

as prophetic. 

In contrast, the calculating words of Judas are far from that.  Even worse, they are dishonest, lies designed to 

conceal a fundamental dishonesty.  You do not always have me says Jesus.  How wonderful it must have been 

to be in his presence – but here we see the very different ways people reacted to him: the high priests want to 
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hold onto power and rightly see his radical preaching and his miraculous presence as a threat. And in this 

intimate, domestic scene, the contrast between Mary’s extravagant and generous gesture and the mean-

spirited reaction of Judas is stark.  He lives entirely in the material world where, to quote a well-known proverb, 

he knows the price of everything and the value of nothing.  He seeks personal gain and attempts to cover his 

motives with clever self-justification.  But Mary responds to LOVE with love.  Buying the perfume, anointing his 

feet, these are the grateful, warm-hearted responses of a woman who is not ashamed to show her love and 

gratitude.  Here is an honest and open person who loves her Lord and is willing to give what common sense 

would say she really can’t afford. 

Jesus knelt at the feet of the other disciples to teach them his way: the way of love and service.  Mary was there 

well before them.  May we, like her, not be miserly in our response to his love. 

 
Responses 
 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
All: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 
All: I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
All: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 
All: Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 
 
 
We say together the Nunc Dimittis 
 
All: Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen 
 

All: Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
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Prayers 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
as we stand at the foot of the cross of your Son, 
help us to see and know your love for us, 
so that in humility, love and joy 
we may place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All: Amen 

Intercessions 

God of compassion, 
your love for humanity was revealed in Jesus, 
whose earthly life began in the poverty of a stable 
and ended in the pain and isolation of the cross: 
we hold before you all  
who have suffered loss in recent times. 
We pray for all refugees, 
and those facing homelessness and poverty. 
Be with them and comfort them in spirit. 
Bless those who work to provide them 
with shelter, food and friendship, 
and help us to support them where we can. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
 

God of the present moment, 

who in Jesus stills the storm 

and soothes the frantic heart; 

bring hope and courage 

to all victims of war, conflict and violence, 

and to all your children the gift of peace. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
 
Lord, you know our suffering and the pain of death; 
we remember those who have died over this past year 
and we pray for all who mourn them. 
Comfort them in their sorrow, 
fill them with the light of your hope 
and give them strength to face the future. 
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Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 

God our Father, by whose mercy the world turns safely into darkness and returns again to light: this night 
we place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, 
knowing that only what you bless will prosper.  To your love and protection we commit each other and 
all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

 

We say together the prayer Our Lord has taught us 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
All: for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
All: for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 
All: so do we look for you, O Christ. 

Blessing 

May God bless us, 
that in us may be found love and humility, 
obedience and thanksgiving, 
discipline, gentleness and peace. 

All: Amen 
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Music for meditation 

Versa est in luctum:  Alonso Lobo  (5.33) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWyG4wqU0Tw 

Versa est in luctum cithara mea,   My harp is turned to grieving 
et organum meum in vocem flentium.  and my flute to the voice of those who weep.  
Parce mihi Domine,     Spare me, O Lord, 
nihil enim sunt dies mei.   for my days are as nothing. 

 

 

Common Worship: Daily Prayer, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2005 and published by Church House Publishing. 
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