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       The Ascension of Jesus 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 

blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into 

heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And 

they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
     Ascension 2019 with Bishop Robert 



 
WELCOME  Rev Peter Massey  
 
OPENING HYMN    See What a Morning     Stuart Townsend 
 

"See What A Morning (Resurrection Hymn)" Stuart Townsend  
  

 

See what a morning, gloriously bright 

With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 

Folded the grave-clothes, Tomb filled with light, 

As the angels announce Christ is risen! 

See God's salvation plan, wrought in love, Borne in pain, paid in sacrifice, 

Fulfilled in Christ, the Man,                                                                                                                        

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

 

See Mary weeping: 'Where is He laid? 

As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb;                                                                           

Hears a voice speaking, calling her name: It's the Master, the Lord raised to life again!                         

The voice that spans the years, Speaking life, stirring hope, Bringing peace to us, 

Will sound till He appears,                                                                                                                         

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

 

One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 

Through the Spirit Who clothes faith with certainty, 

Honour and blessing, glory and praise To the King crowned With power and 

authority! 

And we are raised with Him, Death is dead, love has won Christ has conquered; 

And we shall reign with Him, 

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

 
THE PREPARATION   

 
Chris Walley leads the Service. 
 
 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you   

 and also with you. 

 

 Alleluia Christ is risen         He is risen indeed Alleluia. 

 



 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating with 

joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and 

his defeat of the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples many times and 

told them about the kingdom of God. Today we recall how he left this earth and 

returned to his Father, ascending into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and 

powers. Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting to his kingly yet loving 

rule, let us hear the story of his parting.  

 
All Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known,  

 and from whom no secrets are hidden:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  

 that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name;  

 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

 We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

 as faithless and not believing. 

 In your mercy, forgive us.      Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

 We have lived for this world alone, 

 and doubted our home in heaven. 

 In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

 

The Absolution 

 
 May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and 

 strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.     Amen. 

 
COLLECT 
 
          Grant, we pray, almighty God,  

 that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ  

 to have ascended into the heavens, so we in heart and mind may also ascend  

 and with him continually dwell;  who is alive and reigns with you,  

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 



THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING        

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 To them he presented himself 

alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and 

speaking of the kingdom of God. 4 And while staying[a] with them he charged them not 

to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, 

“you heard from me, 5 for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

The Ascension of Jesus 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 

which the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 

all Judea and Samar′ia and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said this, as 

they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And 

while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 

white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 

Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.” 

 

 
This is the Day which the Lord hath Made        John Rutter 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
        
 Alleluia, alleluia.  Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord.   
 Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.   Alleluia. 
 
 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1%3A1-11&version=RSV#fen-RSV-26910a


 
 
GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 Revised Standard Version (RSV) 

 

Then he said to them, “These are my words which I spoke to you, while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and 

the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on 

the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should 

be preached in his name to all nations,[a] beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 

witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; 

but stay in the city, until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

The Ascension of Jesus 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 

them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up into 

heaven.[b] 52 And they[c] returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually 

in the temple blessing God. 

This is the Gospel of Christ and we give praise to Christ our Lord. 
 
REFLECTION      Archdeacon Meurig.     “Departing and Returning” 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

 Brothers and sisters, I invite to reaffirm the faith of your baptism.  

 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

 source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

            We believe and trust in him. 

 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

 who took our human nature, 

 died for us and rose again? 

            We believe and trust in him. 

 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

 who gives life to the people of God 

 and makes Christ known in the world? 

    We believe and trust in him. 

 

 This is the faith of the Church. 

   This is our faith.  

  We believe and trust in one God, 

             Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A44-53&version=RSV#fen-RSV-26022a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A44-53&version=RSV#fen-RSV-26026b
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A44-53&version=RSV#fen-RSV-26027c


 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     from the chaplaincy of Marseilles 

 
The prayers conclude with  
 
          Merciful Father,  

 accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,          

 our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
 
 
HYMN     Father hear the prayer we offer 
      
Father, hear the prayer we offer: not for ease that prayer shall be, 

but for strength that we may ever, live our lives courageously. 

2 Not for ever in green pastures, do we ask our way to be; 

but the steep and rugged pathway, may we tread rejoicingly. 

3 Not for ever by still waters, would we idly rest and stay; 

but would smite the living fountains, from the rocks along our way. 

4 Be our strength in hours of weakness,in our wanderings be our guide; 

through endeavour, failure, danger,  Father, be thou at our side. 

 
 
  

     THE MINISTRY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
Song  Do this In remembrance of Me           Cheri Keaggy 

 
THE PEACE 
 
 Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  

 If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’. Alleluia. 

 

 The Peace of the risen Lord be always with you  

   
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 The Lord be with you  and together we lift up your hearts.    

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Because  it is right to give thanks and praise. 



 

Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world. 

In love you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death. 

Your Word goes out to call us home to the city where angels sing your praise. 

We join with them in heaven’s song: 

 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven. 

 To the darkness Jesus came as your light. with signs of faith and words of hope 

 he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 

 

 This is his story. and  this is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 The crowds came out to see your Son, yet at the end they turned on him. 

 On the night he was betrayed he came to table with his friends 

 to celebrate the freedom of your people. 

 

 This is his story.   And this is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 

 This is my body, given for you all. 

  

 Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; he took the cup, gave it and said: 

 This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

 This is our story. And this is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate the cross 

 on which he died to set us free. 

 Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 

 

 This is our story. and this is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

  

 Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

 with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 

 May we and all who share this food offer ourselves to live for you 

 and be welcomed at your feast in heaven where all creation worships you, 

 Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

             Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray as our redeemer has taught us. 

 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed  be thy name,   

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give  us  this day  our  daily  bread  and forgive  us  our trespasses,  

 as  we  forgive  those  who trespass against  us.   

 And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but deliver  us from  evil,   

 for  thine is  the  kingdom, the  power  and  the  glory, for ever and  ever. Amen. 

 



 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
 We being many, are one body  for we all share in the one bread.       

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 Draw near with faith.and come close to God. 

 Receive in your hearts and minds the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 which he gave for us, and his blood which he shed for us. 

 We eat and drink in remembrance that he died for us, 

 and we feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION    King of Kings,  Majesty 
 
King of Kings, Majesty ,God of heaven, living in me 

Gentle Saviour, closest friend, Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End 

All within me falls at Your throne  

 

 Your Majesty, I can but bow, I lay my all before You now 

 In royal robes I don't deserve, I live to serve Your Majesty 

 

Earth and heaven worship You, God Eternal, Faithful and True 

Who bought the nations, ransomed souls Brought this sinner near to Your throne 

All within me cries out in praise. 

 

Your Majesty, I can but bow, I lay my all before You now 

 In royal robes I don't deserve, I live to serve Your Majesty 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Father of all we  give  you  thanks  and  praise  that  when  we  were  still  far  off   

you  met  us  in  your  Son  and  brought  us  home.   

Dying  and  living,  he  declared  your  love,  

gave  us  grace  and opened  the  gate of  glory.   

May  we  who share Christ’s  body  live  his  risen  life;  we  who  drink his cup  bring  

life to others;  we  whom  the Spirit  lights  give  light to the  world.  

Keep  us  firm  in  the  hope that you have  set  before  us,  so  that  we  and  all  your  

children  shall  be  free,  and  the  whole earth  live to praise  your  name;     

through  Christ our  Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



THE DISMISSAL 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,  

strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;  

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  

be amongst you and remain with you always.   Amen. 

 
We are grateful to all those of you who have contributed to this morning’s service and 
helped make it a Riviera Event to celebrate Ascension. We hope that it will go on the 
Diocesan website, and maybe even on your own so the Ascension of Jesus may be shared 
far and wide and be watched by many others beyond the Riviera boundaries at this time 
of lockdown. 

 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  

there is no shadow of turning with thee;  

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;  

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain:  

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning new mercies I see: 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided-- 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness  

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 



 

. 
 


