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Chaplaincy of All Saints’ Marseille with Aix-en-Provence and the Luberon 
Newsletter – December 2022 

 

 
Christmas Reflection – 2022 
 
This year has been dominated by the war in Ukraine, now in its eleventh month, and the far-
reaching consequences felt across the world.  As I write, the bombing of infrastructure sites in 
Ukraine continues to extinguish lights and leave many without warmth.  This Christmas will be 
very hard for all affected by the conflict.   
 
The daily toll of suffering in Ukraine – in common with other long-standing conflict zones - is often 
absent from news bulletins now.  It’s as though somehow war becomes normalized, when in 
truth it is an outrage to our humanity.  This year, on each Wednesday of Advent, our Diocese has 
been holding a service of prayers for peace in Ukraine, attended by people gathering online from 
across Europe.  In the last of the series, on 21st December, reflections were given by Justin Welby, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, by Christina Laschenko, Churchwarden of Christ Church Kyiv, and by 
Canon Malcolm Rogers, Chaplain of St Andrew’s Moscow.  It was a vivid reminder of our 
connectedness as a Diocese in Europe, using technology we have harnessed within the chaplaincy 
to bring our own congregations closer together.  We are one community of faith, despite the 
distances that separate us.   
 
In her reflection, Christina Laschenko spoke of three air raids that had taken place in Kyiv that 
day, leaving half its citizens without electricity.  She also spoke of their resilience and hope, noting 
how many small acts of charity become ‘one huge experience’ of solidarity.  The reflection ended 
with the Taizé chant: ‘Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away.’   
 

For many, this Christmas will be difficult for other reasons – persistent illness, bereavement, the 
cost of living crisis, family absence or conflict, relentless anxiety or stress.  As always, we hold on 
our hearts and in our prayers those who can feel no light or warmth as Christmas approaches.  
 
Yet the timeless message of Christmas remains, of peace and goodwill on earth, of the light that 
shines in darkness which the darkness has never overcome.  A message of persistent, relentless 
hope.  600 years before Christ, Isaiah prophesied that a time would come when swords would be 
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turned into ploughshares, spears into pruning hooks, and that a child would be born to bring 
peace.  We believe and trust in the Word made flesh who brings light to the world, in whom 
peace and goodwill become possible - persistently, relentlessly.  We are each called to take that 
light into the world around us, to take Christ’s rule of justice and peace and live it now.  As 
followers of Christ, may we bring light to those in darkness, through small acts of love that 
become one huge experience of solidarity.   
 
The prayers for peace ended with these words:   

 
At the beginning, at the end, 
at this moment in between, 
in these best and worst of times: 
Now is the time in which God creates, 
Now is the time in which God heals, 
Now is the time in which Christ comes. 
May the life of the Christ child, 
given for this broken yet beautiful world, 
be born anew this day; 
and the blessing of God, 
Creator, Redeemer and Spirit of Life, 
be with you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

I wish you all a blessed and happy Christmas, and a peaceful and healthy New Year.   
 
The Revd Jamie Johnston, Chaplain 
December 2022 
 
 

Dr Michael Annett 
It was with great sadness that we learned of the death this month of Michael Annett, a 
longstanding member of our Luberon congregation who had latterly served as Treasurer to the 
chaplaincy.  Michael’s funeral was held at the Eglise du Sacré-Coeur in Oppède on 23rd December, 
led by the Chaplain.  As quite a number of the congregation members are away at present, we 
plan to hold a memorial service for Michael in the early part of next year, details of which will be 
published in due course.  For those who would like to make a donation in Michael’s memory, the 
suggested charity is Médecins sans Frontières - soutenir.msf.fr.   
 

Revd Giles Williams 
Advent Sunday marked the last day in post for the Revd Giles Williams as Chaplain of Holy Trinity 
Church in Cannes, and with his retirement move back to the UK, bringing to a conclusion some 
12 years of ministering the Gospel in the Diocese. 
 
Alongside his Chaplaincy work, Giles had been engaged for the Archdeaconry in a number of 
additional roles, one of which was the Anglican Representative on the PACA (Provence, Alpes du 
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Sud, Côte d’Azur) Regional Ecumenical Forum, and we are pleased to announce that this role will 
now be taken on by our Chaplain, the Revd Jamie Johnston.  Congratulations, Jamie. 
 

Christmas Carol Services 
Our Carol Services this year were very well attended.  On 10th December, at All Saints’ Marseille, 
we were delighted to be joined by members of the recently formed Aix-Marseille branch of the 
English-Speaking Union, whose President read one of the lessons.  The service was followed by a 
chance for everyone to meet over mulled wine and mince pies.   
 

 
 
The following day in Manosque we held a joint service with the Eglise Protestante Unie de Haute 
Provence, where many members of the two congregations joined in singing carols and reading 
lessons in English and French.  Pasteur Hanitra Ranaivoison led us deftly through the bilingual 
service sheet and our Chaplain played the organ.  Afterwards the relationship between the two 
communities continued to flourish over mulled apple juice and mince pies in the church hall.  
 

 
Finally, on 17th December the annual Carol Service was held at Goult in the Luberon, once again 
with a full church.  The singing was led by both members of our own Luberon Voices and the local 
Provençal choir.  Churchwarden Peter Smith sang a solo of The Three Kings, Christopher Morgan 
introduced the carols and readings, and at the end Père Hubert Audibert, parish priest of Goult, 
and Jamie together pronounced the blessing.  More mulled wine and mince pies followed in the 
café across the square as the sun set over the Luberon valley.   
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Christmas Fair 
Huge thanks to all who have contributed to our online Christmas Fair this year by baking, brewing, 
ordering produce and sending donations.  Our Curate Roxana Teleman, Elizabeth Bernasconi, 
Anne and Gaston Roumieu and others have once again been very busy supporting our fundraising 
through this effort.  At the last count we have raised over €500 for the work of the chaplaincy, a 
wonderful result, and donations are still coming in.  
 

Christmas Charity Appeal 
We are pleased to report that we have raised enough money from our charity appeal to provide 
50 families in one of the most deprived neighbourhoods in London with extra support this 
Christmas.  The distribution of parcels and vouchers has been made by WAND UK, the charity 
with which Gladys Sheriff, our congregation member, is closely involved.  Grateful thanks to all 
who have contributed to the appeal.   
 

Christmas and January services 
Dates for Diary 
Saturday 24th December Christmas Eve - Holy Communion at 4 pm at the Eglise Protestant 

Unie in Aix 
Sunday 25th December Christmas Day – Holy Communion at 10 am All Saints Marseille 

followed by lunch in the church.  (This service may also be joined 
via zoom.) 

Wednesday 28th December  Compline at 10 pm via zoom 
Sunday 1st January   Holy Communion at 10 am at All Saints Marseille 

(There is no zoom service this Sunday) 
Wednesday 4th January Compline at 10 pm via zoom 
Friday 6th January  Evening Service with Prayers for Healing at 6 pm via zoom 
Sunday 8th January  Holy Communion at 10 am at All Saints Marseille 
    Holy Communion at 11.45 am via zoom 

Holy Communion at 10.30 am at the Eglise du Sacré-Coeur, 
Oppède 

Wednesday 11th January Compline at 10 pm via zoom 
Sunday 15th January  Holy Communion at 10 am at All Saints’ Marseille 
    Holy Communion at 11.45 am via zoom 
 Holy Communion at 3 pm at the Eglise Protestante Unie, 

Manosque 
Wednesday 18th January  Compline at 10 pm via zoom 
Friday 20th January Ecumenical Service at 5 pm at Eglise De Bonnieux Bas (Chapelle 

Chauffée! 

Sunday 22nd January   Holy Communion at 10 am at All Saints’ Marseille 
    Holy Communion at 11.45 am via zoom 
    Joint service at 10:30 am at the Eglise Protestante Unie, Aix 

Joint service at the Eglise Saint-Férreol on the Vieux Port, Marseille 
at 6:30 pm. 
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Wednesday 25th January Compline at 10 pm via zoom 
Sunday 29th January Holy Communion at 10 am at All Saints’ Marseille. 
 Holy Communion at 11.45 am via zoom 
 

Broadcast 
On 22nd January, France 2’s weekly Sunday morning programme, Le Jour du Seigneur, will be 
broadcast from Marseille.  The chaplaincy will feature among the Christian communities taking 
part.   
 

Ecumenical life 
The ecumenical life of the chaplaincy continues to progress.  As always, the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity will be taking place between 18 and 25.  Members of the Luberon congregation 
and the Chaplain will be taking part in a joint service of prayer at the Eglise of Bonnieux-Bas on 
Friday, 20th June at 5.00 pm.  On Sunday, 22nd January at 10.30 am, we will be holding a joint 
service with the Eglise Protestante Unie at their church at 4 rue Villars, Aix-en-Provence, and that 
evening Jamie and others will also take part in a joint service at the Eglise Saint-Férreol on the 
Vieux Port in Marseille at 6.30 pm.  All are very welcome at any of these services. 
 

Chaplaincy Council 
 
The Chaplaincy Council met on 5th November and the summary report is as follows:- 
 
The Chaplaincy Council is made up of the Clergy, the Churchwardens and a group of Church 
members elected by the Annual General Meeting.  The role of the Council is to support and advise 
the Clergy, the Ministry Team and the Standing Committee with the day to day running of the 
church. 
 
The discussion at the November meeting included the following items:   

 Jamie informed the meeting that the Area Dean would be retiring at the beginning of 
Advent; also that Scott MacSween, our Ordinand, will be leaving us in January to take 
up a placement in Scotland.  

 Proposals for a new chaplaincy website are moving forward under the direction of the 
Churchwardens, who are working with Andrei Teleman and Gaston Roumieu.  

 It was agreed that the current Covid Protocols would remain in place.  However, we 
should be vigilant and be willing to change our guidance if the situation changed.  

 The Council was given an update on the continuing investigation into the need for repair 
works to the cellar at All Saints’ Marseille.  

 Following the Stewardship campaign, it was noted that a number of new standing orders 
had been registered.  

 Jamie informed the Council that Aidan Hamilton has kindly offered to donate to All 
Saints his family’s piano, which is in better condition than the existing piano in the 
church.  (Following receipt of the new piano, the existing one will be donated to charity.)  



6 
 

 
 
Articles for the newsletter are always welcome.  Please send to Peter at the address below 
 
Editor  Peter Smith  
Contacts: Chaplain            anglican.marseille@gmail.com 
  Wardens    janequarmby0430@gmail.com; psmith207@gmail.com 
  Safeguarding Officer     safeguarding.anglican.marseille@gmail.com    
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